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Women Enjoy Night Out
Jaylene Lancaster, Michelle Hogstead and Megan Hodgson organized another successful On the Rocks - A Wom-
an’s Night Out event held April 6 at the Lions Hall in Port McNeill. Décor is always a highlight of the event and 
this year included a bar made with pallets.
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District 
looks into 
land lease
By Kathy O’Reilly
The North Island Seniors 

Housing Foundation may 
be given a long-term lease 
on land on Trustee Road, 
beside the North Island 
Mall, to build a supportive 
seniors’ residential com-
plex.
At their regular meeting 

April 9, District of Port 
Hardy council voted to 
have staff review a long-
term lease agreement with 
legal counsel.
“Fabulousness,” said 

Foundation Chair Gord 
Patterson of Council’s de-
cision.
“There is lots of work 

and discussions to wade 
through yet, however, 
working together as a com-
munity will assure suc-
cess.”
Under the lease agree-

ment, the District of Port 
Hardy would still have 
control over the property 
into the future and only 
seniors housing would be 
permitted.
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Five-year-old Nixon Venhaus of Mission, BC raised over 
$2,206 to help rebuild the Whale Interpretive Centre in Tele-
graph Cove, BC . 
Nixon’s efforts have captured not only the hearts of the com-

munity of Mission but also of Telegraph Cove, showing that 
even the youngest among us can make a big difference.
The Whale Interpretive Centre, a beloved landmark known for 

educating visitors about marine life and the majestic creatures 
of the ocean, was tragically destroyed in an early-morning fire 
on Dec. 31, 2024. The blaze completely gutted the building, 
leaving behind only charred remnants of exhibits that had tak-
en years to curate.
“It was devastating,” said WIC Director Mary Borrowman. 

“We’ve been teaching children and families about whales for 
over 22 years, and the interpretive centre has become an inte-
gral part of the North Island.”
However, just weeks after the tragedy, Nixon, who is in Kin-

dergarten, with a passion for marine animals, took it upon 
himself to help.  After learning about the fire from his parents, 
Nixon decided he wanted to do something special to assist the 
WIC’s rebuilding efforts.
“My mom told me that the museum was gone, and it made 

me really sad,” Nixon said, with wide eyes. “I love whales. 
I wanted to help fix the WIC so other kids could learn about 
them, too.”
With the encouragement of his parents and his grandma Jo-

anne, Nixon started a bottle and can drive which was supported 
by friends, family and community. Nixon came to Telegraph 
Cove to deliver his donation personally to Tyra Bain, assistant 
manager and lead interpreter of the Whale Interpretive Centre.
With the funds raised by Nixon, the Rebuild the WIC funding 

campaign and the support of the community, plans are already 
underway to rebuild the Whale Interpretive Centre. 
“We are so grateful for Nixon’s incredible initiative,” said 

Borrowman. “His efforts have not only raised vital funds but 
also reminded us of the power of community.”

5 year old raises thousands for Whale Centre

Photo — Submitted
Nixon Venhaus of Mission, BC, 5, raised over $2,206 to help rebuild the Whale Interpre-

tive Centre in Telegraph Cove and presented the funds to Tyra Bain, assistant manager.
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By Kathy O’Reilly
A short road trip turned 

into a potentially deadly or-
deal for two Port McNeill 
seniors.
Ken and Lynda Biggs 

packed up their little dog 
and headed out to Bonanza 
Lake on what was meant to 
be a two-hour drive. Instead, 
it turned into a harrowing, 
week-long nightmare. 
When they arrived, Lynda 

got out of the truck to walk 
the beach in search of co-
lourful rocks that are found 
there.
After a beachcomb, Ken 

and Linda got back into their 
truck to leave.
“Ken goes to back up and 

there’s this humongous 
clunk,” said Lynda.
The rear differential had 

malfunctioned. 
Ken moved the truck back 

and forth, trying to avoid 
hitting the ‘Namgis First 

Nation Cabin located where 
they had parked.
When Ken moved the truck 

forward a little bit, it got 
stuck in a dip in the ground.
“We tried and tried to push 

it. We tried boards, and 
you name it,” but the truck 
wouldn’t budge.
They tried to call for help, 

but their cell phones soon 
died.
When nightfall came, the 

couple tried to nap in their 
truck. 
“I couldn’t sleep. I was so 

cold.”
Linda looked at the side 

of the cabin and noticed 
the sign said, ‘community 
cabin’, so “I got out of the 
truck, and I walked up the 
stairs and the door opened. 
It was like a lifesaver for us 
old folks.” Inside the cabin, 
the couple quickly started a 
fire with firewood that had 
been left inside.

“We used up their three 
days of firewood, we man-
aged to stretch it.”
A search of the cabin cup-

boards turned up a jar of 
homemade pickled beets, a 
jar of homemade applesauce 
- labelled Grandma’s Home-
made Applesauce - and a 
really small jar of peanut 
butter.
The first night, Ken and 

Lynda did not eat any of the 
food.
“We just drank water. There 

was a creek in the back, so I 
walked to that every day to 
get water,” Lynda recalls, 
and “I would wander in the 
woods to find dry wood, that 
was my routine every day.”
Fortunately, there was still 

a saw in the truck from when 
Lynda went out gathering 
spruce and cedar boughs for 
Christmas decorations and 
to bring into school where 
she teaches crafts in her grandsons’ classes.

“So, I had a pruning saw 
and pruning shears in the 
truck. I was able to use that 
saw. I only have a couple of 
gouges in my fingers,” she 

said.
Lynda would sit inside the 

cabin and saw off small 
chunks to burn and did yoga 
to warm up. 
In addition to bunk beds, 

the cabin had a table and 
four chairs, dishes, a coffee 
pot, some sugar packages 
and a kettle. 
“That’s what I would fill up 

each day down at the creek.” 
There was some coffee, and 
some tea which they used 
sparingly - one bag for six 
kettles of water which never 
really came to a boil because 
it was so cold.
Lynds found a piece of 

driftwood that she started to 
whittle into the shape of a 
comb because she has long 
hair.
“I kept busy. My hubby 

tried to sleep.”
When she wasn’t search-

ing for firewood or bring-
ing back water, Lynda jour-
naled on some paper she had 
found.
She also discovered a huge 

box with a hot pink wind-
sock inside - which came in 
handy for additional warmth 
when the weather turned 
cold.
“It snowed over there, 

hailed. It was just freezing. 
I’ve never been so cold that 
you vibrate, your stomach 
starts to hurt because you’re 
so cold,” Lynda describes.

Continued on Page 3

Couple survives week-long stranding

Photo — Facebook
Port McNeill residents Ken and Lynda Biggs were stranded at Bonanza Lake with no 

food and ccreek weater for a week after their truck broke down.
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Continued from Page 2
“I am happy for my little 

dog. I slept with him. He just 
cuddled right up against me 
so I could get little spurts 
of sleep because he was so 
warm.”
In attempts to hasten their 

rescue, Lynda made “help” 
signs using paper and cray-
ons she found in the cabin 
that she covered in clear duct 
tape to protect against the 
rain and snow and placed out 
on the road.
“Then I went to the beach 

with a bucket and I filled it 
probably six times with white 
rocks to spell out ‘help’ on 
the driveway in hopes that a 
plane flying overhead might 
see it.”
Lynda also used an old log-

gers’ emergency call - sound-
ing the truck’s horn three 
times, waiting a few seconds 
and then repeating.
“I said that’s your job and 

so Ken did that three times 
every day.”
As the days went by, the 

couple fed the applesauce 
and peanut butter to their 
dog and “Ken and I shared 
that little jar of beets.”

The beets were cut into 
cubes, and the couple limited 
themselves to four a day.
“I started putting sugar in 

the water” using the pack-
ets they found in a jar in the 
cabin.
If the cabin wasn’t there, “I 

don’t know how we would 
have survived.” 
As the days progressed, 

Lynda and Ken began to 
wonder if anyone would 
come looking for them.
As it turns out, Lynda had 

plans to get together with 
a friend to knit. When she 
didn’t show up, the friend 
contacted her daughter Jac-
quelyn and asked if she was 
sick again.
“I just got over two months 

of pneumonia,” Lynda said.
Jacquelyn had not heard 

from Lynda that weekend.
“So, she starts the ball roll-

ing. My daughter came to 
our house and before we left, 
I had made a pot of home-
made chicken soup and some 
fresh buns because we were 
only going to be gone two 
hours at the most,” she said. 
When her daughter knocked 

on the tops of the buns, left to 

rise, they had fallen and were 
super crusty.
“She panicked,” and began 

checking with friends and 
putting feelers out on social 
media.
Once the word got out, peo-

ple from the whole North Is-
land began to search for the 
missing pair.
“We had friends in Woss 

that went (looking) around 
there, because they know my 
husband and I love going in 
the backwoods,” she said. 
A search party started on 

Saturday with son Darrell 
heading for Ida Lake instead 
of Bonanza, however as he 
looked across the water, 
Darrell could see a black 
truck.
Two young, “very nice 

men” came along, and Dar-
rell asked if they had binoc-
ulars so he could get a closer 
look. It was his parents’ ve-
hicle. The three men made 
their way over to the other 
side of the lake.
Lynda thinks they went 

along so their son wouldn’t 
be alone if he found his par-
ents deceased. 
Lynda says the first night 

back safe in her own bed 
sleep was elusive.
“I couldn’t shut my brain 

off. I think my husband got a 
little more sleep than me, but 
he was up and down, too.” 
“I am so, so thankful. You 

would not believe how many 
people said they were go-
ing out searching or ‘please 
if you need anything let us 
know’. When you’re out 
there in that state of mind you 
start to think nobody cares, it 
was such a reinforcement for 
me to have that.”
As they began to think they 

weren’t going to make it, 
there were lots of hugs, and 
Ken and Lynda would sit and 
talk about their life together.
“I’ve been with this man 

since I was 13 and he was 
19,” she said. (Ken is in his 

seventies and Lynda in her 
sixties.)
There were also prayers.
“I promised God that I’d 

start to go to church” if their 
lives were saved.
Jacquelyn insisted her par-

ents go to the hospital to 
be checked out as soon as 
they got back to Port Mc-
Neill. There they learned 
their blood pressures were 
through the roof; their potas-
sium levels “out of whack”. 
Since home, Lynda has 

compiled a list of everything 
they used in the ‘Namgis 
cabin and plans to replace 
them.
She has also “started a list 

of what they should have” if 
something like this happens 
to someone else.
The ordeal has taught the 

couple the importance of 
being prepared, having an 
emergency kit, charging cell 
phones, and letting people 
know where you are going 
and when you expect to be 
back.  “I am so, so blessed for 
the community. In the hospi-
tal I was telling the doctor I 
don’t know if I would have 
ever been found if I was any-
where else.”
Ken and Lynda moved to 

the North Island 40 years 
ago. “We lived in Nimpkish 
Camp and when they closed, 
the company gave us a 
$10,000 forgivable mortgage 
towards something in Port 
McNeill because they were 
tearing the camp apart. We 
were those kinds of stubborn 
people that stayed there,” she 
recalled.
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Cold, starvation set in during harrowing week
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Photo — Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye Photography
Buffleheads, the smallest diving ducks in North America, are known for their unique courtship displays, punctual migrations, and their ability to nest in old Northern Flicker holes. 



By Kathy O’Reilly
The Regional District of 

Mount Waddington is run-
ning out of space and is 
looking at building new of-
fices.
The current board room, for 

example, has barely enough 
room for directors and staff 
at the table let alone for pre-
senters or spectators.
“For a number of years, the 

board has been aware of this 
limitation,” said Econom-

ic Development Consultant 
Pat English, at the monthly 
board of directors meeting 
March 18.
“There are other issues 

with this building. For ex-
ample, we have no way of 

becoming wheelchair ac-
cessible for the washrooms. 
They’re not physically big 
enough to have that possi-
bility,” English said.
The Regional District can 

either expand its current 

space in its existing foot-
print or investigate the lo-
gistics, feasibility, location, 
and costs of having an en-
tirely new facility built. 
There is a housing issue in 

Port McNeill, “so we’re ex-
ploring the gamut of poten-
tials” including having some 
professional housing includ-
ed in a new structure.
“We’re still hearing all the 

time from agencies saying 
we can’t hire people because 
they don’t have anywhere to 
live. 
“We can solve that prob-

lem. If we have 10 units, 
for example, that would be 
included in a build, that’s at 
least mitigating or improv-
ing social services including 
our own,” said English. 
“We’ve had people turn 

down employment because 
of housing specifically,” he 
continued.
“Island Health have in-

dicated they may want to 
partner” in the new build-
ing and the Regional Dis-
trict has also had “very fa-
vourable indications from 
the federal government 
they would give us good 
terms in terms of a poten-
tial lower cost share,” En-
glish said.
In addition to the need for 

an expanded boardroom, 
the Regional District is also 
running out of office space, 
particularly if all staff va-
cancies are filled.
At this point in time, they 

are seeking a grant of about 
$200,000 from the Federa-
tion of Canadian Municipal-
ities (FCM) for a feasibility 
study.
“Ultimately, the project 

itself is in the exploratory 
stage.” 
Should the project proceed, 

the community would be 
consulted. 
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Regional District investigating office expansion options

Find out how tax dollars are spent at Open House
By Kathy O’Reilly
The District of Port Hardy will be 

hosting an Open House to provide 
residents with a clear understanding 
of the services their local government 
offers and how tax dollars are spent. 
The event will take placed from 5-7 

p.m. April 9 at the Port Hardy Civic 
Centre.
Last year, Council discussed the val-

ue of increasing transparency about 
municipal services and finances, par-
ticularly highlighting the fact that 
only about 45 per cent of a resident’s 
tax bill goes to the District. 
The open house creates an opportuni-

ty for the public to connect with staff, 
ask questions, and learn more about 

the essential services that support the 
community.
The open house is something that 

has not been held in recent years, and 
“certainly not during my time with 
the District. This is the first event of 
its kind in a long time, making it an 
exciting opportunity to engage with 
the public in a new way,” said Chief 
Administrative Officer Heather Nel-
son-Smith.
All District departments will be rep-

resented, including Council, Admin-
istration, Emergency Preparedness, 
Garbage and Recycling, Fire Ser-
vices, Animal Control, Utilities, Pub-
lic Works, Harbour, Recreation, and 
Finance. Staff/contractors and volun-

teers from each area will be available 
to answer questions and provide in-
sight into their roles and responsibil-
ities.
“The primary goal is to enhance the 

community’s understanding of local 
government services,” Nelson-Smith 
said. 
The Open House will allow residents 

to learn about the programs and de-
partments that impact their daily lives, 
see how their tax dollars contribute to 
these services, and discover ways to 
get involved in their community.
“We will also have food, and amaz-

ing prizes. Follow us on our website 
for more details and check out our 
Facebook page.”



The BC Hockey U18 Fe-
male Championships recently 
brought talented young ath-
letes and their families to the 
North Island, creating an event 
that was both competitive and 
community driven. 
The tournament, which fea-

tured high-calibre hockey, was 
made possible by the dedi-
cation of over 50 volunteers, 
with BC Hockey Supervisors 
Cyndy Grant and Liza Furney 
providing essential oversight. 
The organizing committee’s 

efforts ensured a seamless and 
memorable experience for all 
participants.
Local businesses embraced 

the championship spirit by 
decorating their windows and 

extending warm welcomes to 
players and spectators alike. 
The generosity of these busi-
nesses went even further, with 
sponsorships covering the cost 
of admission, allowing fans 
to enjoy the games for free. 
In addition, a beautiful ban-
quet was hosted in honour of 
the athletes, celebrating their 
achievements and the hard 
work that earned them a place 
in the Championships.
The North Island Impact, the 

host team, proudly represent-
ed themselves throughout the 
weekend, showcasing their 
talent and sportsmanship.
The Impact team played some 

great hockey. Finishing mid 
pack with a win, a tie and two 

losses. Player illness played a 
role in this unfortunately, but 
they played some great hock-
ey and had four close games. 
They played with so much 
class, and several came out to 
cheer the other teams on right 
until the end.
They also had team cheer-

leader, Blakely Devlin, out to 
run dry land which made the 
young hockey player happy.
The event also received out-

standing support from the 
Chilton Regional Arena staff, 
who went above and beyond 
to provide an excellent envi-
ronment for the tournament, 
reflecting the pride of the Re-
gional District of Mount Wad-
dington.
Their efforts did not go unno-

ticed by visitors.
The North Shore Avalanche 

team left a thank you at Dev-
il’s Bath Brewing Co., and a 
beer in the bank, for one of 
the ice makers that worked so 
hard all weekend (they all de-
served one!)
This event highlighted not 

only the high level of competi-
tion in female hockey but also 
the strong sense of community 
within the North Island. The 
collaboration between volun-
teers, businesses, and hockey 
enthusiasts ensured a success-
ful championship that will be 

fondly remembered by all in-
volved.
The fun extended off the ice.
The Trail Wildcats took the 

opportunity to enjoy being 
on the ocean with a full team 
swim at Storey’s Beach, sev-
eral players went to Macy’s 
Place in Port Hardy to have 
pictures taken with the hockey 
stick Stanley Cup.

The officials also had men-
toring throughout the whole 
weekend by Darren Mahaf-
fey, with BC Hockey. It was 
a great opportunity to discuss 
calls, situations they find 
themselves in, and was a great 
team building opportunity for 
many of our senior refs. We 
were really proud of the job 
they did managing the games 

all weekend. We cannot thank 
the volunteers, staff, business, 
and fans enough for all the 
support shown to these teams, 
their families, and to Tri-Port 
Minor Hockey this week. 
We could not have been 

prouder to show off our North 
Island Communities and the 
positive feedback is continu-
ing to pour in. 
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BC Hockey U18 Female Championships a resounding North Island success
The North Island Impact were the host team at the BC Hockey U18 Female Championships in the Chilton Regional Arena in Port McNeill. The Kelowna Rockets won Gold in a 1-0 game 

against the Trail Wildcats.

Photo — Anthony Bucci

Despite a great effort, the Impact fell to the Trail Wildcats 2-0. The Wildcats won silver.
Photo — Anthony Bucci

Photo — Kathy O’Reilly
Gord Oppen cleans the ice during a game in the cham-

pionships.
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By Kathy O’Reilly
Things are more 

‘Skookum’ than ever on 
the North Island.
Skookum is a Chinook 

jargon word used in 
British Columbia that 
means strong or mon-
strous.
Those definitions are 

certainly true of Paul 
Getman’s toolboxes that 
carry the name Skoo-
kum.
Paul first came to the 

North Island in 1978 
and worked part of a 
summer at the Tele-
graph Cove sawmill. 
“My younger brother 

and I rented a small cab-
in from Olmer Brown 
down near Beach Camp 
in Port McNeill. That 
was a fun adventure for 
an 18-year-old.”
Paul then headed back 

to Nanaimo, where he 
mostly grew up, and 
called home at the time.
“The next time I came 

up to the North Island 
was in 1984, this time 
to Port Hardy. There 
was little work to be had 
in Nanaimo at the time 
and my intention was to 
be here for three or four 
months, make some 
money then head back,” 
he said. 
“Six others and I shared a 

rented suite above the old Cor-
ney’s Market. In the spring of 
‘85 the lot of us moved to a big 
house in Coal Harbour.”
A couple of years after that, 

Paul met an attractive young 
lady named Stephanie. 
“Long story short, two kids, 

a handful of grandkids plus 
many cats and dogs later, I’m 
still here,” he said.
“The North Island has been 

a great place for a young Paul 
Getman to have grown roots 
and has been a wonderful 
place to bring up a family and 

call home for these past 41 
years,” he said.
Paul maintains the Good 

Lord gives each of us one skill 
or another.
“For me, I’ve always been 

good at fixing and building 
things and am somewhat self-
taught in much of what I do.”
In the case of his toolboxes 

though, “Joel Eilertson, who 
has the float planes and mu-
seum at the hanger in Coal 
Harbour, showed me how to 
rivet properly. He was also 
very generous with the use of 
his metal shop in the Hanger 
where I built the first three alu-
minum toolboxes.”
After building those, Paul 

went ahead and purchased 
some sheet metal tools of 
his own and is now building 
Skookum toolboxes in his 
own backyard workshop. 
In terms of why he began 

crafting toolboxes, like many 
good ideas, necessity was the 

mother of invention.
“Over my working career, 

I’ve probably worn out at 
least 15 toolboxes. The met-
al ones rust, and the plastic 
ones crack and pieces fall off. 
So, I thought, why not just 
build myself a good ‘Skoo-
kum’ toolbox once and for all 
and be done with it,” he ex-
plained.
Building the first ones went 

so well, “I figured why not 
build a few more and offer 
them up for sale”.
All the toolboxes are con-

structed using 16-gauge (1/16 
inch) marine grade aluminium 
and aluminium rivets.
Each one takes eight to 10 

hours - start to finish. 
“I generally build four or five 

at a time, assembly line fash-
ion.”
Paul likes the work.
“I do enjoy building some-

thing I know will far outlast 
me and likely outlast the pur-
chaser also.”
Paul’s Skookum toolbox-

es are for sale at Port Hardy 
Building Supply.
“Keith and Angela have gen-

erously given me space in their 
store to display my toolboxes 
and I also advertise them on 
Facebook Marketplace.”
He also brought them to the 

North Island Farmers’ and Ar-
tisans Market in Port McNeill 
March 15. “Building these 
toolboxes will be a great little 
retirement hobby - if I ever get 
around to the retirement part.”
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Do you remem-
ber, as a child, ly-
ing on your back 
and watching the 
clouds roll by, or 
studying a spider 
building its web, 
or observing a 
bumblebee load-
ing its legs with 
pollen or taking 
the time to watch 
a rainbow until it 
disappeared? Why 
is it that those 
things are no longer an option in our busy 
itinerary; that somehow the simple things 
that made time stand still and filled our lives 
with wonder have slipped into oblivion? No 
wonder our lives are passing by so quickly!
 Rediscovering the child within us is far 

from an easy task. We are creatures of habit 
and as we grew into adulthood, we learned 
adult habits; habits that taught us how to work 
but, in the process, we lost the ability to play. 
When we do play, we’ve managed to turn it 
into such a serious business that we actually 
work at playing, turning it into competitive 
play with others (hockey, baseball, curling) 
or against ourselves (skiing, windsurfing).
 Even when we decide to simplify our activ-

ities we are in a hurry. 
Rarely do we “stop and smell the roses”, 

take enjoyment in the little hidden treasures 
that are all around us; usually underfoot. 

Painting landscapes or seascapes 
on site constantly underscores 
this reality to me. It forces me 
to spend some time in one place 
and in the process the rewards are 
bountiful. I truly believe that na-
ture accepts you more when you 
take the time to be part of it.
 In painting this creek, I wan-

dered upstream just far enough to 
be away from the noise of the log-
ging road that had taken me there. 
The first thing that attracted me to 
this particular spot were how the reflections 
in the water were broken up by the rocks just 
below the surface, little hidden treasures that 
shimmered as they caught the light moving 
about by the current’s kaleidoscope. As I sat 
and painted for several hours, Mother Nature 
brought out other treasures. Not far down 
the creek from me I spotted a doe and her 

fawn sipping from the clear pool. Cutthroat 
trout, too small for me to get excited about 
not bringing my fly rod, made their presence 
known, breaking the surface and creating lit-
tle concentric circles. Not too small, howev-
er, for the mink that nearly ran across my feet 
before he noticed me! So went my afternoon, 
filled with things I would never have seen 
had I merely gone for a hike along the creek. 

This is why, every once in a while, I like to 
leave the comfort of my studio, find a spot, 
sit, paint and observe. The paintings aren’t as 
slick as the ones done in the studio, but do 
you ever learn! And not just about painting. 
(Gordon lives at 801 Nimpkish Heights and 

has his gallery open there by appointment. A 
simple telephone call will do the trick at 250-
956-3539. His website is www.henschel.ca)

Rarely do we take time to stop and smell the roses

Photo – Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye Photography

The recent unsettled weather has provided some great rainbow viewing opportunities - including this one arching across the ocean to Alert Bay.
Rainbow Alert

A Brush 
with 

Henschel
by Gordon 
Henschel
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Stress relief found in a canoe on Atluk Lake
There are kayak people and 

there are canoe people. 
My wife,  Ann and I had 

often cast lustful eyes upon 
the beautiful kayaks here 
on North Island, but we had 
never quite graduated per-
manently to this slim little 
vessel with the hole in the 
top. 
Although we tried kayaks 

and enjoyed them, the canoe 
has positioned itself as “first” 
in our lives years ago.
I rode in a canoe almost be-

fore I could walk, paddled 
along by my trapper father 
before the days of the out-
board motor; while Ann’s 
first canoeing experience 
came at twelve when her par-
ents started a tourist resort. 
One of our first dates togeth-
er was canoeing and fishing 
and when we were married, 
was it going to be a new 
chesterfield or a canoe? The 
chesterfield would have had 
to wait had it not been for a 
gift of a canoe from Ann’s 
father. The red canoe, made 
of fibreglass, is the one in the 
painting. Now, over seventy 
years old, it is still in use and 
a family heirloom!
This painting with a canoe 

is of Atluk Lake, a North Is-
land jewel that is the favou-
rite of many campers. With 
a great beach that has plenty 
of room for tents and RVs, it 
can be reached from the Ze-
ballos road in just a few short 

kilometres. With Pinder Peak 
looming overhead, this cool, 
clear gem has countless 
spectacular views with some 
impressive waterfalls com-
ing off the mountain. 
I’ve spent many happy 

hours painting this lake, of-
ten without a boat of any 
kind. There are some great 
views from the logging road 
that runs along the side of it, 
views that give you a really 
good look at Pinder and its 
accompanying range. There 
are turnouts and parking 
places along this route but 
you have to keep a sharp eye 
out for them.
I must admit we had a glo-

rious evening at Atluk Lake 
one summer with some 
friends, who prefer kayaks 
and had an extra one to lend 
us. We did the whole nine 
yards, picnic lunch and all; 
and I learned that a water 
fight with another kayak is 
less invasive than one in a 

canoe.
To sum up: whether it’s a 

canoe or a kayak, getting out 
there with only the sound 
of your paddle and the cry 
of the loons is a great stress 
reliever. It should be on your 
“To Do” list very near the 
top!
Oops, I forgot to mention 

fishing!     

Photo – Kathy O’Reilly

North Islanders turned out in force to snap up seeds, plants, and vegetables at the Seedy Saturday event held at 
the North Island Mall April 13. Above, Myra Connaty, from Coal Harbour’s Connaty Farms, left, helps a customer 
pick out a tomato plant.

Seedy Saturday

A Brush 
with 

Henschel
by Gordon 
Henschel
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When you sink your teeth 
into local island fresh pro-
duce, you have bees to thank. 
We don’t often think about 
the tiny little critters that 
carry the weight of our food 
chain on their wings, but we 
should. 
Vancouver Island has al-

ways relied on small scale 
agriculture projects for food 
security. Unlike many plac-
es in Canada, our island’s 
climate allows for food pro-
duction year-round. But this 
food production and the sur-
vival of our local agricultur-

al farms depends heavily on 
stable bee populations for 
pollination.  
Some of us have heard 

about our bee crisis and is-
sues with pollination and the 
disappearance of our tiny 
friends. But even though we 
know it’s happening, they are 
so tiny for many years they 
seem to have escaped the 
view of scientific work, gov-
ernment funding, and gener-
al social interest. 
Wacky weather, habitat 

loss, toxic chemicals and dis-
ease have resulted in a dra-

matic decline of Vancouver 
Island bees. As one exam-

ple, in 2014 the Committee 
on the Status of Endangered 

Wildlife in Canada (COSE-
WIC), identified the Western 
Bumblebee (a native to Van-
couver Island) as threatened. 
And of the close to 500 other 
species of bees in BC, many 
others are also on the de-
cline.  Having said that, there 
are things us humans can do 
to help.
To help bees, you can plant 

blooming native flowers like 
roses, sunflowers, lavender 
and rhododendrons (which 
also happens to be deer re-
sistant). 
Avoid using pesticides in 

your backyard, particularly 
insecticides like neonicoti-
noids, which are deadly to 
bees. 
You can create bee-friendly 

habitat. From wooden blocks 
to bamboo housing, you can 
find great tips online of how 
you can build bee houses. 
And like all species, bees 
need water. Maintaining a 
small bird bath gives not 
just the birds, but the bees, a 
source of water. 
Despite all the negative 

aspects to bee decline, on a 
positive note, bees are being 

taken seriously by our pro-
vincial government. Current-
ly, you can go to the provin-
cial government website and 
find a detailed list of helpful 
information on wildflowers 
that you can plant:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/

g o v / c o n t e n t / i n d u s t r y /
agriculture-seafood/ani-
mals-and-crops/animal-pro-
duction/bees/food-for-bees/
bee-forage-plants
The government is also of-

fering a FREE bee course for 
aspiring beekeepers (or, Api-
culturists as they are known 
in the scientific world). You 
can find out more about free 
bee courses at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/

g o v / c o n t e n t / i n d u s t r y /
agriculture-seafood/ani-
mals-and-crops/animal-pro-
duction/bees/bee-courses
So, be kind to our bees and 

next time you sink your teeth 
into a local Vancouver Is-
land apple or sprinkle some 
blueberries on your morning 
breakfast, remember it all 
started small and sometimes 
the smallest beings should 
get the biggest buzz.  

Photo — Bryce Casavant

Put together a seal at whale museum
By Kathy O’Reilly
The Whale Interpretive Centre 

in Telegraph Cove has a new 
exhibit for little do-it-your-
selfers.
Last summer, staff and vol-

unteers came up with the idea 
to set up a display that allows 
little visitors to put together a 
Harbour Seal skeleton.
“They’ve labelled every bone, 

so it’s a little puzzle for kids,” 
said Whale Interpretive Centre 
board President Jim Borrow-
man.
“They are real bones with a 

protective covering on them,” 
said Whale Interpretive Centre 
interpreter Emily Holmes.
“The phalanges that would be 

in the front flippers, the hands 
if you will, and the feet, if you 
will, are glued together because 
these little spindly bones would 
just get lost so easily, so that 
is just one piece to put togeth-
er,” said Holmes. This has also 
been done with some pieces of 
the vertebrae.
Another addition to the chil-

dren’s area this year is a hu-
man skeleton called “Nikayak” 
that shows youngsters the dif-
ferences between human and 
mammal anatomy.
“It’s a great teaching tool,” 

said Borrowman.
The skeleton was donated by 

Nick from North Island Kayak.

Photo — Kathy O’Reilly
Whale Interpretive Centre board President Jim Borrowman explains the new Har-

bour Seal exhibit that allows guests to try their hand at assembling a skeleton.

An issue that should get a little more buzz - bees!
At this writing, we have not 

had any snow and you are 
probably wondering if Hen-
schel is trying to put one over 
on you; but it is the season 
and I always try to come up 
with something seasonal! So 
I need to ‘fess up and tell you 
that this painting was done 
last year and I’m using it as 
a basis for this story.
Aside from the snow, I’m 

not sure what, in my paint-
ings, has drawn me to seek 
out water; an eccentricity 
that someone pointed out to 
me years ago when I had a 
show in the Museum build-
ing in Prince Rupert. “Mr. 
Henschel, were you aware 
that out of the 28 paintings 
that are hanging, there is 
only one that doesn’t have 
water in it?” The truth was 
that I had no idea that I was a 
water fanatic with my work:  
for me, certainly a revelation.
The painting in this picture 

is another one of those rev-
elations!  A favourite spot 
of mine, just six kilometres 
from our house, is Roselle 
Lake, a magnet for me as the 

seasons bring on new chang-
es in colour and atmosphere. 
This was the first snow, new 
and iridescent in the morn-
ing sun. The lake, only part-
ly frozen, broke up the new 
white sheet into wonderful 
designs. It would have been 
easy to find a dozen compo-
sitions, each one sparkling 
and magnificent in its new-
ness and freshness. The mag-
ic of snow!
Why is everybody so ex-

cited about a White Christ-
mas? For me, it originates 
from a childhood in Mani-
toba, where snow at Christ-
mas was as sure as Santa 

Claus! My Mom, as well as 
my friends’ mothers, were 
in the church choir and I 
would accompany her to the 
pre-Christmas choir practic-
es. The church in our small 
town lay on a hill; a perfect 
spot for sleds and toboggans! 
The old church, not being 
soundproof, poured forth 
the choir’s Christmas carols 
while we were having our 
winter fun. That, folks, is 
about as good as it can ever 
get: a sliding hill with built-
in carols!
White or not, have a Merry 

Christmas!
Website: www.henschel.ca  

Why is everyone so excited about a white Christmas?
A Brush 

with 
Henschel

by Gordon 
Henschel

Port McNeill Guiders, from left to right:  Koa Lukow-Mccormick - Pathfinder; 
Haylee Masterman - Pathfinder; Giselle Alfred - Ranger; and Stephanie Lacasse - 
Transitioning member hosted their annual Photos with Santa Nov. 30

Santa’s Helpers
Photo — Kathy O’Reilly Photo — Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye Photography

Choral conductor Jamie Guenther and the Alert Bay Chorus did it again. They 
sang their hearts out at their recent ‘Christmas In Song’ concert Dec. 15 at Christ 
Church. The church was packed with people.

Christmas Chorus

‘Skookum’ aluminium toolboxes built to last generations

Photo — Kathy O’Reilly
Paul Getman, from Coal Harbour, with one of his handcrafted 

Skookum toolboxes. DESIGN BUILD
CONSTRUCTION 

K’AWAT’SI CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

360 DESIGN SERVICES 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
CIVIL CONSTRUCTION SEVICES

WWW.KAWATSICONSTRUCTION.CA 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

(250)230-6990

PREFABRICATION & MODULAR SERVICES
ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS
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By Kathy O’Reilly
Models will be strutting 

down the runway in Port 
Hardy next month.
The Kwakwak’wakw 

Fashion Show, spearheaded 
by designer Aurellia Nel-
son, hamalakane’ga Kwak-
wani, is coming back, big-
ger and better.
The Kwakwak’wakw 

Fashion Show has moved to 
a larger location after last 
year’s sold-out event at the 
Kwa’lilas Hotel.
This year, it will be held 

Saturday, April 12 at the 
Port Hardy Civic Centre.
Doors will open at 5:30 

p.m. and show will start at 
6. This year a Ball will be 
held at 8:30 p.m.
“There will be myself, Re-

becca Grenier-Baker return-
ing, and two new designers 
- Megan Desiree who is just 
starting her clothing and 
jewellery and Yola Ferrin 

Willie who is incorporat-
ing Kwak’wala, traditional 
regalia and the youth,” said 
Nelson, whose own line is 
Premium Culture Club.
Grenier-Baker is a 

multi-disciplinary artist 
who debuted her first com-
plete collection at New York 
Fashion Week in 2022. 
Her work has been fea-

tured in Vogue, Elle Can-
ada, and worn on red car-
pets.
Baker-Grenier’s grandfa-

ther was legendary Kwak-
iutl artist and hereditary 
chief Tony Hunt Sr.
Over 10 vendors with 

items like jewellery, etc. 
will be present at the show 
as well.
“There is also a handful 

of in-community business-
es that have helped make 
the fashion show possible 
especially with the bigger 
venue. I am so appreciative 

of their generosity,” Nelson 
said.
“Our show will display 

more Kwakwaka’wakw 
dances and songs as well,” 
Nelson said.
The Friday before the 

show visiting elders from 
North Vancouver will be 
back as a cultural exchange 
is done in the big house. 
Nelson has been busy 

since the last fashion show.
“I’ve experienced new 

cultural rootings in my art 
which I’ll be displaying in 
my new collection,” she 
said.
“I decided after the last 

fashion show to move back 
to Port Hardy, putting my-
self and my needs first. 
Getting back in connection 
with my people and com-
munity,” family, and friends 
- which she missed.
“The Port Hardy commu-

nity never fails to uplift 

anyone, the friendly faces 
and small conversations 
you have throughout your 
outings make someone sure 
feel special and loved.”
School has been put on 

pause but is still within 
Nelson’s fingertips through 
online access to classes, 
while graduation continues 
to creep up. Exploring the 
best that the North Island 
has to offer, Nelson worked 
with the Kwakiutl youth 
throughout the summer 
giving them memorable ex-
periences. 
“I plan to continue my 

growth and expand my 
horizon,” she said.
“I recently put myself in a 

vulnerable situation where 
I’ve learned forgiveness 
and patience to understand 
people. I went to Alberta 
where I was able to receive 
love. I had mourned after 
losing my great gran and 
my whole self has felt so 
much healthier and better,” 
said Nelson.
“Throughout my trip, I had 

the thoughts of my Nan and 
how proud she would have 
been of me and excited to 
hear about my trip. 

“She was such a beautiful 
kind lady that anyone and 

everyone had a place in her 
heart.”
Premium Culture Club is 

still actively growing and 
creating new opportunities. 
“In November, I attend-

ed the Indian Residential 
School Survivor Society 
Gala which was an experi-
ence in itself. Making con-
nections with people who 
were thrilled to support 
me.” 
New clothing and designs 

continue to be created. 
“I still try my best to sup-

port my community with 
my platform.”
Tickets are available 

through Eventbrite.
For questions or more in-

formation about the Premi-
um Culture Club Fashion 
Show people can reach 
Aurellia through Instagram 
and Facebook @premium-
cultureclub or by email at 
a.nels.16@icloud.com. 
Her website is premium-

cultureclub.ca.
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Kwakwak’wakw Fashion Show returns with larger venue

Photo — Kathy O’Reilly
Aurellia Nelson is hosting the 2nd Annual Kwakwak’wakw 

Fashion Show April 12 at the Port Hardy Civic Centre.
Meet Green Party 

Candidate Jessica Wegg
Join us at one of these events: 

Foggy Mountain Cafe, Port Alice 
Saturday, March 29th 12;00pm-
1:30pm. Look forward to seeing you 
there! 

Devil’s Bath Brewery, Port McNeill 
Saturday, March 29th 3:00pm-
4:30pm.  Have a slice of pizza and a 
conversation with Jessica. 

Coho Joe’s Cafe, Sointula 
Sunday, March 30th llam-lpm. 
Have a coffee and conversation with 
Jessica. 

Authorized by the Official Agent Danica Marsden

Rob Driemel, past president, and Leslie Driemel, trea-
surer of the Port Hardy Legion presented a $1,000 cheque 
to Salvation Army Executive Director Michael Winter.

Photo — Submitted
Legion Donation
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This week’s Reflection sponsored by ...

Bald Eagles typically take around five years to develop their characteristic white 
head and tail, along with a fully developed yellow beak. Photo by Robin Quirk, Rob-
in’s Eye Photography.  If you have a photo you would like to share with our readers 
please email publisher@northislandeagle.com.
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This week’s Reflection sponsored by ...

A view of the Coastal Mountains from Alert Bay. Photo Kim Silvey. If you have a 
photograph you would like to share with our readers, please email it to publisher@
northislandeagle.com.

Woss Camp was established 
in about 1948 when Canadi-
an Forest Products Ltd. ex-
panded its logging rights into 
the Nimpkish Valley, and 
constructed an extension of 
the Englewood railway. Un-
til the 1960s, the main way 
to access Woss was by rail. 
Families in the many logging 
camps along the Englewood 
Line would travel by rail for 

school, shopping, and social 
events. 
In the late 1980s and ear-

ly 1990s, tourists were able 
to take the historic train for 
rides around the valley. 
“Gas 0-4-0, Canadian For-

est Products No. 97; used as 
auxiliary engine to transport 
children to school at Woss 
Lake.”
(Photo of the Week provided 

by Brenda McCorquodale, 
North Island historian. See 
more of her work at http://
undiscoveredcoast.blogspot.
ca/  or email her at storeys-
beach@gmail.com.  The 
Undiscovered Coast Face-
book Page has close to 2000 
likes. If you would like to see 
more historical photos of the 
North Island help them get to 
2000 by liking their page!)

Train transported kids to school
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This week’s Reflection sponsored by ...

At A&W, we're on a journey to 
source simple, great-tasting 

ingredients, farmed with care. 

8950 Granville St, Port Hardy
Hours: 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 7 days a week!

Phone: (250) 949-2345

Great products 
at low prices!

8950 Granville St, Port Hardy
Open Monday-Saturday 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

Sundays 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Phone: (250) 902-0488

ASunrise in Alert Bay towards Kelsey Bay. Photo by Kim Silvey. If you have a 
photograph you would like to share with our readers, please email it to publisher@
northislandeagle.com.

North Island Reflections

Prior to the construction of a highway sys-
tem, the Union Steamships were the prima-
ry transportation vehicle into and out of the 
North Island. 
The original community of Port Hardy was 

constructed on the opposite side of the Bay to 
where it now stands. 
The community had problems with the rocky 

land and a poor location for a wharf. On more 
than one occasion the wharf was damaged 
such that it could not be used, and townspeo-
ple had to row out to meet the steamships. 
By the mid 1920s many residents moved 

across the bay to form a new community 

which was called Hardy Bay. 
No one told the post office that there was a 

new community, and mail that was addressed 
to ‘Port Hardy’ was re-routed to residents in 
Hardy Bay. 
Eventually the post office moved as well and 

the new community took over the name Port 
Hardy. 
City of Vancouver Archives CVA 586-584.
(Photo of the Week provided by Brenda 

McCorquodale, North Island historian. See 
more of her work at http://undiscoveredcoast.
blogspot.ca/  or email her at storeysbeach@
gmail.com.

Once Upon a Time ...

Approaching 
Hardy Bay in 1941

www.northislandeagle.com      Facebook:  @northislandeagle
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or email publisher@northislandeagle.com
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such that it could not be used, and townspeo-
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By the mid 1920s many residents moved 
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Claire Trevena 
Member of the Legislative Assembly, North Island

Claire.Trevena.mla@leg.bc.ca
250.949.9473 or 866.387.5100

Hon. Claire Trevena, MLA, North Island
Phone: 250-949-9473 or 866-387-5100

Email: Claire.trevena.mla@leg.bc.ca

The North Island Concert Society presents 
the Rachel Therrien Latin Jazz Project on 
Sunday, April 6 at 7 p.m. at the Port Hardy 
Civic Centre.
From Montreal to New York City, 

French-Canadian trumpeter, composer and 
producer Rachel Therrien boasts an envi-
able CV. 
She is considered one of the most promis-

ing jazz musicians, playing a wide variety 
of musical styles and rhythms.
Winner of the 2015 TD Grand Prize Jazz 

Award at the renowned Montreal Inter-
national Jazz Festival, the 2016 Stingray 
Jazz Rising Star Award and nominated 
as Best Jazz Producer at the Independent 
Music Awards 2018, she has shared stages 
with many world-class musicians in clubs, 
festivals and on television throughout the 
Americas and the Caribbean. 
Rachel has published five records: VENA 

(2020), Why Don’t You Try (2017), Pens-
amiento: Colombia (2016), Home Inspira-
tion (2014) and On Track (2011). She re-
ceived stellar reviews from magazines and 
newspapers all over North America. 
For the last few years she has toured as 

bandleader all over Canada, USA, Europe, 
Ukraine, Mexico and more, taking on the 
most prestigious jazz festivals and clubs.

Rachel has presented her Latin Jazz proj-
ect in many different formats since 2009 
with compositions and arrangements tinted 
with many musical influences from differ-
ent Latin-American and Caribbean coun-
tries. 
After living in Cuba, studying at the In-

stituto Supérior de Arte in Havana Cuba in 
2008 and having a multitude of experienc-
es with many Latin music groups, Therrien 
founded her own project to play the music 
of the cultures she’s so passionate about.
For our performance Rachel will be joined 

by: Michel Medrano Brindis, drums; Laza-
ro Martinez, congas; Alex Bellegarde, dou-
ble bass; Will Soto Barreto, piano
Rachel Therrien runs a warm show high 

in soulful human connections with covers 
of groups Irakere, Buena Vista Social Club, 
Dizzy Gillespie, a Latin jazz John Coltrane 
and many compositions. If you like Jazz 
and love Latin music and dance, Rachel 
Therrien’s “Latin Jazz Project” is the per-
fect concert for you!
Tickets are available at Café Guide in Port 

Hardy, at Island Dawn’s in Port McNeill, 
and from Gail Neely in Port Alice. The 
concert is at 7 pm at the Civic Centre.  For 
further information, please call 250-949-
7524 or 250-956-0452.

NI Concert Society 
presents Rachel 
Therrien and Latin Jazz

The North Island Concert Society presents the Rachel Therrien Latin Jazz Project on 
Sunday, April 6 at 7 p.m. at the Port Hardy Civic Centre.

Photo — Submitted
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Port Hardy
North Island Community 
Health Centre 
Tuesday 1-7
Thursday 9-5

Port McNeill
#22 - 1705 
Campbell Way
Wednesday 1-7
Friday 8:30-5:30

NEW 
office hours

pm-chiropractic.ca              Dr. Martin Barker: 250.900.1090

Professional Alterations
Up-styling
Hemming
Zipper Replacement
Lightweight & 
   Heavyweight Fabrics
Registered & Licensed

Making Your Repairable Wearable
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All Work Guaranteed
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Professional Alterations
Up-styling
Hemming
Zipper Replacement
Lightweight & 
   Heavyweight Fabrics
Registered & Licensed

Making Your Repairable Wearable

8810 Seaview Drive, Port Hardy
   patty_fisher__@hotmail.com   

All Work Guaranteed

250-949-6111

Professional Alterations
Up-styling
Hemming
Zipper Replacement
Lightweight & 
   Heavyweight Fabrics
Registered & Licensed

Making Your Repairable Wearable

8810 Seaview Drive, Port Hardy
   patty_fisher__@hotmail.com   

All Work Guaranteed

250-949-6111

Making Your Repairable Wearable

8810 Seaview Drive, Port Hardy
   patty_fisher__@hotmail.com   

All Work Guaranteed

250-949-6111

Making Your Repairable Wearable

8810 Seaview Drive, Port Hardy
   patty_fisher__@hotmail.com   

All Work Guaranteed

250-949-6111

Professional Alterations
Up-styling
Hemming
Zipper Replacement
Lightweight & 
   Heavyweight Fabrics
Registered & Licensed

Making Your Repairable Wearable

8810 Seaview Drive, Port Hardy
   patty_fisher__@hotmail.com   

All Work Guaranteed

250-949-6111

Professional Alterations
Up-styling
Hemming
Zipper Replacement
Lightweight & 
   Heavyweight Fabrics
Registered & Licensed

Making Your Repairable Wearable

8810 Seaview Drive, Port Hardy
   patty_fisher__@hotmail.com   

All Work Guaranteed

250-949-6111

Professional Alterations
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Making Your Repairable Wearable

8810 Seaview Drive, Port Hardy
   patty_fisher__@hotmail.com   

All Work Guaranteed
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Re-opening 
Feb. 1, 2020!

Professional Alterations

Hemming
Zipper Replacement 
Registered & Licensed

All Work 
Guaranteed

8810 Seaview Drive, Port Hardy
 patty_fisher__@hotmail.com 250-949-6111

Making Your Repairable Wearable

CHIROPRACTIC & CUSTOM ORTHOTICS    
Dr. Roger Bendle 
250.902.1611

9160 Elk Drive – PORT HARDY
www.drbendle.com

drbendle@outlook.com

By appointment only

        info@melanconstruction.ca                                                  www.melanconstruction.ca                                      William Melan: 250-618-7410

Book Your Book Your 
Renovations Now!Renovations Now!
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Call?Who you gonna 
North Island Business Directory

Serving
•Port McNeill
• Hyde Creek
• Nimpkish 

Heights
• Twin Peaks

• Cluxewe

Call us Today 
for More 

Information!

Purified Water 
by Reverse 

Osmosis

North Island Images
Darrell J. McIntosh
Nature & Wildlife Photographer
250-209-0945        northislandimages@hotmail.com

Box 275
Port Alice, BC

V0N 2N0

”
“FOR THE BEST ROOF

OUR QUALITY IS PROOF

FREE On-Site Estimate
24-Hour Emergency Services
2-Year Labour Warranty

250-230-ROOF (7663)     Toll Free 1-844-802-ROOF     michelle@carson-roofing.com

“FOR THE BEST ROOF OUR QUALITY IS PROOF” 
CARSON-ROOFING.COM

CARSON ROOFING LTD

Spr ing is finally here! Please call  us for your free estimate now to book in for 
the upcoming busy season!  We do gutter cleaning & moss removal as well. 

www.northislandeagle.com      Facebook:  @northislandeagle

To have your business be part of 
our positive message call 250-949-0337 
or email publisher@northislandeagle.com

The North Island Eagle... 
because everyone needs 
some good news

121-750 Comox Rd.
Courtenay, BC

V9N 3P6

BRIGETTE AVOINE
Sales Representative

CELL: 250-207-0275  
BUS: 250-334-3124

brigetteavoine@royallepage.ca

In the Comox Valley
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED, BROKERAGE

121-750 Comox Rd.
Courtenay, BC

V9N 3P6

BRIGETTE AVOINE
Sales Representative

CELL: 250-207-0275  
BUS: 250-334-3124

brigetteavoine@royallepage.ca

In the Comox Valley
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED, BROKERAGE

121-750 Comox Rd.
Courtenay, BC

V9N 3P6

BRIGETTE AVOINE
Sales Representative

CELL: 250-207-0275  
BUS: 250-334-3124

brigetteavoine@royallepage.ca

In the Comox Valley
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED, BROKERAGE

If you, your family, or friends 
are moving to the Comox Valley, 

Call me ... I would love to help 
find your new home

121-750 Comox Rd.
Courtenay, BC

V9N 3P6

BRIGETTE AVOINE
Sales Representative

CELL: 250-207-0275  
BUS: 250-334-3124

brigetteavoine@royallepage.ca

In the Comox Valley
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED, BROKERAGE

PORT HARDY Return-It

8740 Main Street., Port Hardy    250-949-7700

It’sWorth It.

PORT HARDY Return-It is giving away 
SIX 32-inch Smart TVs this summer!!

Come on in and enter to Win!

8740 Main Street., Port Hardy
Thurs- Sun 9:30 am - 4:30 pm 

250-949-7700   

Recycle 
& WIN!

L
E
T
U
S
F
L
O
O
R
Y
O
U

COMPLETE & PARTIAL DENTURES
 IMMEDIATE DENTURES / NIGHTGUARDS ARE 

WELCOMED / IMPLANTS / RETAINED 
DENTURES / RELINES / REBASES & REPAIRS

8405 Byng Road, Port Hardy (Pioneer Inn)     250.327.1221
www.avecdentureclinic.ca

Michelle Lee - RD.RDT.BA Denturist
Denturist is a denture specialist

COMPUTER
SERVICES

email: ernest@onsiteservices.ca 

www.onsiteservices.ca 

 250 230-3475 

Call for free
advice or a quote

Get

HELP!

HOME & OFFICE
Do you need a technician to help 
you solve your computer issues?

We are here to offer you onsite 
computer repairs and remote tech 
support for home and business.

Call Us at 

WiFi, printers, servers, networks 
and anything else computer related.

since 1992



2 bikes one pink and one 
blue, for five- to seven-year-
olds, minor rust. Seats and 
tires in good condition. 
$50 each.

250-306-4417
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Local 3D printing in Port 
McNeill.

 403-620-0033
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Request for Proposals

Orca Sand & Gravel LP 
is seeking proposals for the design, construction, 
and project management of a new shop building 

on our site on Northern Vancouver Island.  

 Completed proposals must be submitted to Orca   
 Sand & Gravel LP no later than May 31, 2019. 

 RFP packages can be picked up in person at: 
 6505 Island Highway, Port McNeill 
 or by email at tmackay@orcasand.ca

classifieds/marketplaceclassifieds/marketplace
Request for Proposals

VILLAGE OF PORT ALICE

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
# 2019 – 01

WEBSITE REDESIGN
The Village of Port Alice is accepting proposals for 
a redesign of our portalice.ca website.

The redesign will include the information currently 
on our website as well as an additional page for 
tourism.

Proposals should include costs for training Village 
staff to update and maintain the website after the 
redesign as well as examples of previous design 
work.

The current website is on the Wordpress platform.
Interested parties are invited to submit proposals 
to:

Bonnie Danyk, CAO / CFO
Village of Port Alice
1061 Marine Drive

P.O. Box 130
Port Alice, BC V0N 2N0

Email: CAO@portalice.ca, Fax 250-284-3416

Deadline: Friday, June 14, 2019 at 4:00 pm

THE VILLAGE OF PORT ALICE RESERVES THE RIGHT 
TO REJECT ANY OR ALL PROPOSALS 

AND TO ACCEPT ANY PROPOSAL IT CONSIDERS   
ADVANTAGEOUS.

THE LOWEST OR ANY PROPOSAL 
MAY NOT NECESSARILY BE ACCEPTED. 

VACANT LOT FOR SALE
1116 Matsqui Avenue

Legal Description: Lot 10, Plan VIP19973 District Lot 
2137, Rupert Land District

Sold As Is / Where Is 

Minimum Bid Price is $25,000

Sealed Bids accepted until 
4:00 pm on May 31, 2019

Submit your bid in a sealed envelope (be sure to 
include your name and contact info) clearly marked 

1116 Matsqui Avenue on the outside to:

Bonnie Danyk, CAO / CFO
Village of Port Alice
1061 Marine Drive

Box 130, Port Alice BC, V0N 2N0

For Sale

www.northislandeagle.com      Facebook:  @northislandeagle

To have your business be part of 
our positive message call 250-949-0337 
or email publisher@northislandeagle.com

The North Island Eagle... 
because everyone needs 
some good news

2017 Rate Card
Full Page   
6 col (10.5 inches) x 10.5 inches............... $500 
(+GST)  
Half Page
6 col (10.5 inches) x 5.25 inches .............. $280 
(+GST)   
Quarter Page
3 col (5.167 inches) x 5.25 inches ............ $170 
(+GST)   
Eighth Page
(3 col (5.167 inches) x 2.12 inches 
or 2 col (3.3889) x 4 inches ...................... $100 
(+GST)   
$12.75 per column inch
Non-Business Word Classifieds - FREE
Deadline  — We Design Monday at 5 p.m. 
                      Camera Ready Tuesday at 12 (NOON)
To Book Your Ad:   Call Kathy O’Reilly at: 250-
949-0337
   or  email: publisher@northislandeagle.com

Single copy $1  Subscription $40 per year
Delivered Fridays.

www.northislandeagle.com

The

EAGLE
Your Locally-Owned Eye on ‘True North Island’ Life

2019 Rate Card

CareersBoats

5-ton 98 GMC, 24-foot 
box, roll up door, cab 
over, app. 150,000-
160,000 miles, 316 Cat 
engine, runs well, 6-speed, 
3,000lb liftgate, needs in-
spection. $16,500.

250-949-1807

Wanted

1961 Yamanaka Boat 
Works Built, 40’x 12’x 
5’6”, Total Refit, Vol-
vo MD96 Diesel Engine, 
Heads Forward & Aft, 
Diesel Stove in Aft Cabin 
& Diesel Fireplace Heater 
Forward. $45,000.

250-201-3732

1998 Jeep Cherokee, 
287k, 6 cyl, Aw4 auto-
matic transmission and 
4x4, new front brake pads, 
rotors, 4 new shocks, 2” 
lift, lockable storage box. 
$3,500.

250-230-6500

Campers

2011 21ft Trailblazer. 1 
slide out, 2 queen beds, 
3-piece bathroom, AC, 
TV and much more. Used 
very little. Well maintained 
& Clean. Excellent Condi-
tion. $17,000 OBO

250-284-3930

Household
NEW LiftMaster electric 
garage door opener, 8’-9” 
door, highest quality prod-
uct. 2 remotes, keypad and 
wifi capability. $400. 

250-230-0103

2017 Keystone Bullet 272 
BHS Trailer, Large slide 
out, entertainment centre, 
booth dinette, L-shaped 
kitchen counter with extra 
large sink, queen bed for-
ward with wardrobes on 
each side, double bed set 
of bunks and bathroom 
with tub/shower, toilet and 
sink. The undercarriage 
has been rebuilt with heavy 
duty axles, leaf springs, 
new bushings with grease 
nipples and four brand 
new tires. Located in Tele-
graph Cove. $27,500

250-949-1556

Furniture
1 large entertainment cen-
tre with oak finish and 
casters, very sturdy, made 
in Canada: $80; 1Maple or 
Birch rocking chair: $40; 
2 oak chairs, circa 1940: 
$100 for the pair or best 
offer; 1 Walnut gate-leg ta-
ble, circa 1940: $460 or 
best offer. 1 Mahogany cof-
fee table with brass wheels, 
circa 1940: $200 or best 
offer.          250-956-4977

2010 Adventure camper 
950 model, for long box 
truck, sleeps 5, shower, 
large fridge, happy Jack’s 
in new condition. Always 
storerd inside. Ready to go 
camping $21,000.

250-230-0909

Looking for a reliable 
housekeeper in the Port 
Hardy area.  Regular 
scheduled visits/cleaning, 
every 2 weeks.  Preferred 
if you have your own sup-
plies, but not critical. If in-
terested, please leave mes-
sage @ 250-949-8400

2017 Ford F350 SD XLT; 
Crew 4 WD; 6.7 Diesel; 
6’6” box; Capit Canopy; 47 
K km; Cariboo brown; ex-
cellent condition. $59,000 
OBO.

250-949-1556

Garage Sales

Trucks

2012 Aljo Camper, never 
been used for camping. 
$16,500 OBO.

250-288-3637

2015 Ram 1500 4x4 hemi 
low KMS 81,500.

250-902-2222

17.5’ Bayliner 175XT 
Wakeboard Edition, low 
hours, only been in fresh 
water. $9,500.

250-204-0987

Miscellaneous

Campers

2018 Campion 542 SC 
purchased in April of this 
year, brand new. 21 hrs 
on the 2018 Mercury 150 
HP outboard. Comes on a 
3100 EZ Loader trailer. 
$53,700

250-204-0987

EMPLOYMENTOPPORTUNITY
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF MOUNT WADDINGTON
CLERK/RECEPTIONIST-Casual/Vacation Relief

POSTING DATE: July 3, 2019

The Regional District of Mount Waddington (RDMW) is seeking an experienced
Clerk/Receptionist for casual/vacation relief.

Reporting to the Administrator, the Clerk/Receptionist provides reception and switchboard
services as well as clerical and secretarial support. The Clerk/Receptionist will work out of 
the Regional District office located at 2044 McNeill Road in Port McNeill.

The successful candidate will have a minimum of Grade 12 completion with proven 
experience in office skills and procedures, as well as demonstrated ability to provide 
excellent customer service. Applicants should have a high level of proficiency with MS 
Word, Excel, and Outlook. Other requirements include excellent written and verbal 
communication skills, the ability to multi-task and prioritize a varying workload with shifting 
priorities, and be detail oriented.

Please submit your cover letter and resume outlining qualifications and related experience 
by 4:00 pm Friday, July 18, 2019.

Greg Fletcher, Administrator
Regional District of Mount Waddington, Box 729, Port McNeill, BC, V0N 2R0
Fax: (250) 956-3232 or E-mail: info@rdmw.bc.ca

Visit our website at www.rdmw.bc.ca for a copy of this advertisement and to learn more 
about the Regional District of Mount Waddington.

Boat for sale, Motor needs 
a little bit of work. Boat in-
cludes: fishing gear, Hook 
4 depth sounder + Navion-
ics. $1,600.

250-230-4365

Looking for a housemate, 
Port Hardy, to share 
household chores and 
renos.

778-994-2500

Cars
2007 Mustang convert-
ible, 460 V-8, 5-speed, 
mint condition, like new, 
110,000 kms.

250-230-1064

2010 Subaru Outback 
limited 2.5 CVT, 127120 
km, have gotten 40mpg on 
the hwy. , leather electric 
heated front seats, 17 inch 
alloy wheels. GPS, sun-
roof, fog lights, hidden tow 
hitch, auto dimming mir-
ror with compass, cruise 
control, dual climate con-
trol, cruise control.Good 
condition inside and out.

250-902-3226

July 6th, 10am to 2pm, 
2120 Camosun Crescent. 
No early birds please.

Golf Cart, like new. All 
new tires, body, front end, 
glass, seats, comes with 
a full cover and heater. 
$3,000 firm.

250-230-1064

1994 Dodge Ram 250 
campervan, 5.2 v8, 4 
speed auto with overdrive, 
261516 km. 21mpg load-
ed on hwy. Fridge, 2 burn-
er stove, double sink, toi-
let and shower. 2 roof top 
solar panels with battery, , 
microwave. Aluminum box 
on back for extra storage.

250-902-3226

REDUCED! 2000 Ford 
150 pick-up, 4x4, 4.6L 
motor, new emergency 
brake kit, new brakes and 
rotors all wheels, 3 new 
tie-rod ends, new transfer 
case seal and flushed, two 
new front ABS sensors, 
recharged air condition-
er, two new front wheel 
bearings, new windshield, 
wheel alignment and all 
wheels balanced, new un-
dercoat paint, changed 
oil and filter, and lube. 
241,000k. Runs great! As 
is. $3,500

250-949-0118

NEW LiftMaster electric 
garage door opener, 8’-9” 
door, highest quality prod-
uct. 2 remotes, keypad and 
wifi capability. $400. 

250-230-0103

Cars

Household

REDUCED! 2010 Mitsubi-
shi Lancer, 170,000 kms, 
checked by mechanic. 
$5,500 OBO. John.

250-284-6634

TrucksHelp Wanted
Twoceans

Coal Harbour
Large, fully furnished, 
2 bedroom apartments 

Include fridge, stove, micro-
wave, washer, dryer, pots and 
pans, towels and bed linens, 
satellite TV channels.
Clean, quiet location. Singles, 
couples, or retireds live here.
$950 plus hydro/per mth with 

one year lease.
Available immediately.

Phone: 250.949.8855
www.twooceans.com

For Rent

2010 FORD RANGER 
4X4, Extended Cab, Great 
condition,  No rust, Air 
conditioning, Standard 5 
speed, 156, 000 kms, 4 
litre, Manual windows. 
$12,500

778-735 -1470

Mastercraft 10 gal. air 
compressor comes with 50 
foot industrial grade hose 
and fittings. $300.

250-902-4047

Tools

Pets

Tires
For Sale:  Four(4) slightly 
used Arctic Claw Winter 
TXi P215 75 R15 snow 
tires, with studs, on rims. 
$320.00 or best offer. 

250 956-4977

97 Ford Ranger Splash 
2 wheel drive 5 speed 
280000 km V6 engine win-
ter tires runs and drives 
good. $2,000. 

250-540-2067

Need to declutter? Your 
item here - Free!!

250-949-0337

Garage Sale
Garage Sale, 115 4th St., 
Sointula November 15th, 
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. and Sat-
urday November 16th, 
11:30 a.m. - 4pm.

Furniture for sale:
One (1) steel frame for a 
double bed: $30 or best 
offer.
One (1) large sofa bed 
with matching button-back 
chair; $300 or best offer.
One(1) Walnut gate-leg ta-
ble, circa 1940: $460 or 
best offer.
One (1) Mahogany coffee 
table with brass wheels, 
circa 1940: $200 or best 
offer.

250 956-4977

Trucks

Sporting Goods
Nordic Track, 4.0 tread-
mill, unused, unassembled 
and boxed $500.

250-949-2640

Ladies golf package, un-
used, complete with clubs, 
bag, cart, etc. $500.

250-949-2640

New dog kennel, up to 60 
pounds. Wheels, extended 
handle. Never used. $60.

250-230-4421

Looking for a reliable house-
keeper in the Port Hardy 
area.  Regular scheduled vis-
its/cleaning, every 2 weeks.  
Preferred if you have your 
own supplies, but not criti-
cal. 
If interested, please leave 
message @ 250-949-8400

Help Wanted

Honda eu2000 inverter, 
good condition. $800

250-949-0337

Sporting Goods

Ep2500 Honda genset.  
Runs good, nice conditon. 
$650.

250 230 1173

1999 GMC Sierra SLE 
Z71, Automatic, 4x4, ex-
tended cab (with a third 
door), 5.3 litre V8.  Power 
everything, bed liner, can-
opy, CD player. BC truck, 
never towed anything. 
327xxx kms. Good shape, 
everything works and 
needs nothing.  $5,100 
OBO

778-678-8377

CROSSWORD

To Adver�se in The Eagle call 250-949-0337 
or email publisher@northislandeagle.com

Reach almost 3,100 North Island Homes & Businesses!

PALMISTRY, TAROT AND 
PSYCHIC READINGS with 
Roxanne. Clear and con-
cise help in all areas of 
your life. Sessions avail-
able by phone or in person 
(Malcolm Island). Healing-
Search.com

604-902-3881

Bicycles

Mountain Bike: Rocky 
Mountain Fusion, like 
new, medium size frame,  
26” wheels, hydraulic disc 
brakes, 29” rigid front 
forks, SPD pedals, Maxxis 
Highroller tires, new run-
ning gear & brake pads. 
$800 or best offer. 

250-973-6718

TruTrack trunnion bar 
weight distribution system. 
Good for v-nose trailers up 
to 15,000lbs. $300.

250-230-5290

Parkit 360 degree, battery 
powered trailer mover. Ca-
pacity of 10,000lbs. $500. 
New $1,800 in USA.

250-230-5290

Services

Miscellaneous

Green Helly Hansen size 
large rain gear, double 
lined, coat has hood, pants 
have bib. Near new. $200. 
(paid over $600.)

250-949-0118

Mustang pfd, hydrostatic, 
life jacket. Comes with re-
arm kit, valued at $135, 
still in box. PFD was over 
$300. Will sell for $200. 
Firm. Mustang PFD, paid 
over $200, will sell for 
$75. Nautilus PFD, $50. 
All have been just inspect-
ed by Fish Safe on Feb. 28, 
2025.

250-949-0118

Coming Events

RV air conditioner, excel-
lent condition, never used. 
$500.

250-956-3601

Your classified ad here 
FREE.

250-949-0337

Services

Employment Opportunities

Art
Large oil painting, 3 feet by 
4 feet, abstract. Could be 
Mexican. $250 Firm.

250-956-0475

Regional District of Mount Waddington 
EXTERNAL POSTING 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY  
7 MILE LANDFILL AND RECYCLING CENTRE 

Casual/On Call & On a Day-to-Day basis
Posting Date: Mar. 21, 2025

This posting is for temporary work at the 7 Mile Landfill and Recycling Centre on an as-needed basis,
in compliance with the Collective Agreement between RDMW and USW Local 1-1937.

Eligible Candidates Must Meet the Following Criteria: 
• Have reliable transportation arrangements to and from work.
• Have an ability to perform physically demanding labour.
• Have an awareness of workplace safety.
• Comfortable working in a fast-paced, changing environment.
• Have a positive attitude, work respectfully with others and the public.
• Able to take direction and work competently with minimal supervision.
• The ability to operate machinery safely, including counterbalance 

forklifts.

Please note: a successful applicant will be expected to work in varying weather conditions 

Wage and Benefits:
• Hourly wage: $24.44 to $26.88 per hour, plus a 2% Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) or 

CPI increase as per the Collective Agreement’s Appendix I - Wage Schedule.
• Union Membership: Employees must join the union within 20 days of hire as per Article III, Section 

2.
• Seniority and Recall Rights: Casual employees will accrue seniority and have recall rights 

in accordance with Article XII, Section 2.
• Health and Safety Compliance: Successful candidates will complete a site and safety orientation 

at the 7 Mile Landfill & Recycling Centre, in line with Article XV – Occupational Health & Safety.
Application Process:

Please send your resume by email by 4:00pm Apr. 11, 2025, with the subject “7 Mile – Temporary” 
to:

Cameron Neil
Economic Development Officer / HR
Regional District of Mount Waddington
PO Box 729, 2044 McNeill Road, Port McNeill, BC V0N 2R0
Phone: 250-956-3301 Fax: 250-956-3232
Email: cneil@rdmw.bc.ca

Additional Information:

All duties and responsibilities will be assigned on an as-needed basis.
This posting has been shared with the Union Shop Committee as per Article XI, Section 5.
We look forward to your application.

Firewood
Free alder firewood. Con-
tact Mike in Port Alice first 
for details.

 250-209-7575

Simoniz gas pressure 
washer, 3,000 psi, $250.

250-209-5021

Local gardening services 
from once-a-year fall and 
spring cleanup, to sched-
uled garden maintenance. 
Laurie. 

250-230-2335

Could you use a little help 
with your landscape? I have 
a diploma in horticulture 
and 15 years’ experience in 
garden maintenance. Call to 
discuss your needs. 

 236-330-9902

Tools
Mastercraft, used dual 
-bevel sliding pound-pound 
mitre saw with laser line. 
$200.

250-209-5021

Red Seal Journeyman 
electrician looking for 
small jobs, 25 years’ ex-
perience, fully insured, 
licensed and bonded. Jes-
se. 

236-255-2238

400ci small block motor, 
disassembled for inspec-
tion. $500 obo.

250-230-0745

Fishing
3 half net, 8-inch gillnets 
for Springs, 3 full nets 6.25 
for Chums as well as over 
300lbs of brand new web. 
All for $2,000.

 250-949-0118

Wanted
Wanted a Yamaha P-155 
organ. Up to $1,000 based 
on condition.

250-974-7568

Miscellaneous

Your household classified 
ad here FREE.

250-949-0337



     

Royal LePage Advance Realty
4-7035 Market Street, Port Hardy, BC

250-949-7231
www.porthardyrealestate.net

SOLD
9277 Carnarvon Road, Port Hardy
9595 Scott Street, Port Hardy
9435 Mayors Way, Port Hardy

HOMES FROM PORT ALICE TO GOLD RIVER

Melanie McRann
Cell: 778-886-5219

19 North Real Estate Group 
Sarah & Drew Cell: 250-902-8872

Johan Olsen
Cell: 250-209-9667

Ronnie (Veronica) Sam
Cell: 250-527-0036

509 Burman Court, Gold River
$629,000                         MLS® # 992743

2244 Haddington Crescent, Port McNeill
$599,000                              MLS®  # 970486

This home offers loads of space with 4 bedrooms + den & 2 
full baths. Enjoy the updated kitchen with stainless steel ap-
pliances that leads into your dining space. Enjoy the expan-
sive views in your living room & stay cozy with the propane 
fireplace. Off the living room is a spacious deck to sit and 
enjoy the gorgeous views. Down the hall are 3 bedrooms, 
including the primary with access to the deck.  An updated 
3 piece bathroom with heated tile floor completes the main 
level. Downstairs is an in-law suite with kitchen space, 1 bed-
room + den, 3 piece bathroom & laundry room. Outside en-
joy both the front & back yard and your single garage.

Fully renovated and tastefully furnished 2-bedroom 
ground-floor unit in Harbourview. This unit was de-
signed for both personal enjoyment or longer-term 
furnished rentals, featuring durable laminate flooring 
throughout, a sleek modern kitchen with ample stor-
age and updated appliances, a refreshed bathroom, 
and spacious bedrooms. The building has recently 
undergone a complete envelope restoration, including 
new windows and siding. Strata fees include heat, hot 
water, caretaker services, maintenance, and building 
insurance.

69 McKay Crescent, Port Alice
$234,900                         MLS®  # 973843

HIDDEN BEAUTY!! Lovely West Coast designed home on  
secluded, private 1/2 acre in Burman Court! 4 bedrooms and 
2 1/2 baths, main bedroom offers ensuite with soaker tub. 3 
of the bedrooms are upstairs along with the main bathroom. 
On the main entrance floor, we have the living room with 
woodstove and vaulted ceiling, 2 piece bathroom, 4th bed-
room, large laundry with access to the carport, open country 
style kitchen/dining combination with walk in pantry and ac-
cess to the wrap around deck. Over height carport plus de-
tached garage/workshop with wood stove, tons of parking, 
nice garden area established but could use some tlc.
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