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Growing New Gardeners

Painting seed growing containers was one of the activities on the agenda at the Seedy Sunday event held in Port
McNeill April 6. The annual event hosted by the North Island Farmers & Artisans Market is an opportunity to
swap seeds and learn about horticulture.
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the Gunn

By Kathy O’Reilly

As the federal election date
draws closer, things seem up
in the air.

Calls have been growing
for Conservative Party can-
didate Aaron Gunn to re-
sign.

Elected and formerly elect-
ed individuals and chiefs
have signed their name to
a letter calling for Gunn’s
withdrawal is growing.

At issue are Gunn’s state-
ments denying the impacts
of residential schools and
the generational trauma
and genocide experienced
by First Nations peoples in
Canada and his own riding.

One of the those who at-
tached their name to the let-
ter is Port Hardy Mayor Pat
Corbett-Labatt.

“With everything happen-
ing around the world - es-
pecially the troubling events
in the United States - I felt
compelled to use my voice
by signing this letter,” Cor-
bett-Labatt said.

Continued on Page 2
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Calls for, and against, Conservative candidate to step down

Continued from Page 1

“I believe that all people
are equal, regardless of gen-
der, race, religion, mental
health, appearance, wealth,
or age. To me, this letter is a
stand against both overt and
subtle forms of racism,” she

added.

“As Desmond Tutu once
said, ‘If you are neutral in
situations of injustice, you
have chosen the side of the
oppressor. If an elephant
has its foot on the tail of a

are neutral, the mouse will
not appreciate your neutrali-
ty’,” Corbett-Labatt said.

“Chief Bobby Joseph’s
words continue to echo in
my mind: ‘We Are One’. |
truly hope that whichever
Member of Parliament is

mouse, and you say that you

REGIONAL DISTRICT OF MOUNT WADDINGTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to the Local Government Act, that a public hearing will be held in the Board Room of the Regional
District of Mount Waddington office, 2044 McNeill Road, Port McNeill, BC on Tuesday, April 29, 2025, at 12:00 p.m. for the purpose of
hearing representations regarding the ““Regional District of Mount Waddington Zoning Bylaw No.21, Amendment Bylaw No. 1047, 2024,”
(hereafter” Direct Control Zone Amendment Bylaw No. 1047, 2024")

- The Direct Control Zoning bylaw No. 1047 creates a new zoning category that will be subject to the approval of the RDMW
Board. This zoning category specifies the conditions that can be added to a development and its application will be determined
by the Manager of Planning & Development Services (Manager);

Legal Description for the subject property
LOT 1, BLOCK 3, PLAN VIP319, DISTRICT
LOT 3 RUPERT LAND DISTRICT which is to
be zoned for Private Moorage through the
creation of the Direct Control Amendment
Bylaw No. 1047, 2024.

TAKE NOTICE that the proposed Amendment Bylaw No. 1047, 2024, staff report, and any other relevant information can be obtained at
the Regional District of Mount Waddington office, 2044 McNeill Road, Port McNeill, B.C., between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except statutory holidays, or by mail, email using the contact information below. The Bylaws and related
documents may also be viewed on the RDMW website at www.rdmw.bc.ca.

Anyone who believes that proposed Bylaws may affect their interests shall be afforded an opportunity to be heard in person or via Zoom
online, by a representative, or by written submission at the public hearing at the above-noted time. If you are unable to attend the public
hearing in person or electronically, written comments may be mailed, emailed or hand-delivered to the RDMW by 4:30 p.m. on Friday,
April 25, 2025. Legally, the RDMW cannot consider any representations made after the close of the public hearing.

Please note pursuant to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and the Local Government Act, all submissions (verbal
and written) with respect to proposed “Amendment Bylaw No. 1047, 2024” heard/read at this public hearing will form part of the public
record and must include the name and address of the individual making the submission.

To join the public hearing by Zoom

When you join the public hearing via Zoom, you will be placed in a “Waiting Room”

until the Host (RDMW) grants you access. We ask that you identify yourself in text using
the “chat” feature — first name and last name — for our records. Please leave your
microphone muted until Question Period. Thank you.

Inquiries and written submissions regarding “Amendment Bylaw No. 1047, 2024”
should be directed to:

Emmanuel Okorji, Development Technician
Regional District of Mount Waddington
PO Box 729, 2044 McNeill Road, Port McNeill, B.C. VON 2RO
Telephone: 250-956-3301  Email: eokorji@rdmw.bc.ca

elected shares that belief.”
Comments, made in 2014,
have emerged where Gunn
expresses radical far-right
views about Indigenous
communities, residential
school survivors, and the
LGBTQ+ community. Most
recently, statements sur-
faced showing his support
for President Vladimir Putin
of Russia during the 2014
invasion of Ukraine.
Criticism has also come
from other North Is-
land-Powell River candi-
dates. “Gunn’s statements,
including his admiration for
Russian leader Putin - whom
Gunn has called “incredibly
intelligent” - echo Donald
Trump and the US far-right
movement. North Island—
Powell River cannot afford
to be infected with the same
chaos and instability we’re
seeing south of the border,”
says Liberal Party candidate
Jennifer Lash.

“Giving airtime to Aar-
on Gunn’s ongoing racism
- whether in the media, in
conversations, or among
Indigenous people and al-
lies across the country - is
not how we want to spend
our time and energy. Rac-
ism doesn’t deserve that

space,” said NDP candidate
Tenille Johnston in a writ-
ten statement. “The actions
of this Conservative can-
didate do not represent or
reflect the people of North
Island-Powell River. Resi-
dential Schools happened.
Indian Hospitals happened.
Genocide happened in Can-
ada,” Johnston said.

So far, Conservative Par-
ty leader Pierre Poilievre is
standing behind his embat-
tled candidate.

On April 5, Poilievre
said Gunn ‘“has not denied
the impact of residential
schools” and instead wants
to condemn the govern-
ment-sponsored system that
removed more than 150,000
Indigenous children from
their families, with the last
institution closing in 1996.

On April 3, Gunn posted on
X that he has “always been
firm in recognizing the tru-
ly horrific events that trans-
pired in residential schools,
and any attempt to suggest
otherwise is simply false.”
“The people are the ones
who get to decide who they
elect as their next Member
of Parliament. They will
have the opportunity to vote
for me on April 28,” said

Gunn via email.

Gunn also included a letter
of support signed by elected
officials including North Is-
land MLA Anna Kindy.

“As elected representa-
tives from across the North
Island-Powell River riding,
we feel compelled to speak
out in strong support of Aar-
on Gunn, whose character
and record have been pro-
foundly misrepresented in a
troubling smear campaign,”
says the letter.

“Specifically, the false
accusations of residential
school denialism have been
particularly egregious. Aar-
on has repeatedly recog-
nized the truly horrific expe-
rience of many First Nations
who attended the schools
and has always condemned
these institutions where
abuse occurred,” the letter
continued.

“Aaron’s only contention,
that residential schools did
not meet the threshold of
‘genocide’ and that Canada
is not a ‘genocidal state’ is
hardly unreasonable and
certainly not disqualifying
from representing our in-
credible region,” the letter,
which has since been delet-
ed, said.

Candidate forums planned
for Alert Bay, Port Hardy

North Island residents will have an opportu-
nity to hear from federal candidates in two lo-
cations.

The ‘Namgis First Nation and Village of Alert
Bay will be co-hosting an All-Candidates Meet-
ing on Sunday, April 13 at the council hall with
lunch at noon followed by the meeting at 1 p.m.

There are six candidates running in the North
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Island-Powell River riding: Aaron Gunn, Con-
servative Party of Canada; Tanille Johnston,
New Democratic Party; Jennifer Lash, Liberal
Party of Canada; Paul Macknight, People’s Par-
ty of Canada; Glen Staples, Independent; and
Jessica Wegg, Green Party of Canada. John-
ston, Lash and Wegg have confirmed their at-
tendance at the Alert Bay event.

The Van- couver Island North Teachers’
Association (VINTA) is hosting an All-Can-
didates’ Meeting on Wednesday, April 23
from 7-8:30 p.m. at Fort Rupert Elementary
School gym.

So far, confirmations have been received from
Johnston, Lash, and Wegg.

The Port McNeill Chamber of Commerce was
actively trying to host a similar event, but as of
press time had not been able to have candidates
commit to a date and time.

The election takes place Monday, April 28.
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Communaity Forest to add Kwakiutl, Quatsino Fi 175t Natwns

By Kathy O’Reilly

The North Island Communi-
ty Forest Limited Partnership
(NICFLP) is close to adding
two new members to its fold.

Established in March of
2011, the NICFLP is currently
owned equally by the munici-
palities of Port Alice, Port Mc-
Neill, and Port Hardy.

At an open house April 3
at the Seven Hills Golf and
Country Club, NICFLP Chair-
person Ione Brown revealed
the Kwakiutl and Quatsino
First Nations have been of-
fered full equity shareholder
positions with ownership and
all dividends to be equally
split between the five partners
in future.

Run by a mostly volunteer
board of directors and a part-
time manager, the NICFLP in-
volves harvesting timber in a
total forest area of about 2,390
hectares, within the territories
of the Kwakiutl and Quatsino
First Nations, that are divided
into three blocks. “One is in
the Marble River area, one in
Quatse River, and the third on
the eastern side of Alice Lake
area,” explained Brown.

The NICFLP has an annual
allowable cut of 10,000 cubic
metres a year of coniferous
timber and 400 square metres
per year of deciduous timber,
said Brown, “which is equiv-
alent to about 250 truckloads
or about one per cent of what
some of the other companies
are harvesting on the North Is-

land, so we’re pretty tiny.”

The timber harvested has
been sold on the open market
to the highest bidder.

Proposed harvesting for this
year will take place in the
Marble River area. NICFLP
is working with Quatsino First
Nation to develop a plan for
managing second growth and
riparian areas within Quat-
sino’s Special Management
Area. To date, the harvests
have been approximately 55
per cent second growth and 45
per cent old growth in the two
cut control periods. NICFLP is
moving to 100 per cent second
growth.

Community Forests have
been around for about 25 years
and are locally owned forest
tenures that have local control,
provide benefits to local com-
munities, and try to provide
local employment, including a
value-added factor.

There are 61 Community
Forests in British Columbia
and the North Island Commu-
nity Forest Partnership is the
sixth smallest.

“The reason community for-
ests were allocated to begin
with is to give some local
communities the opportunity
to manage forest tenure and it
is great because it means that
there is regional management
and support, it provides lo-
cal opportunities for people,
whether it is bidding on the
wood, or working in the for-
est, or owning a contracting

company that does engineer-
ing, or development or road
building,” Brown said.

“I think, personally, it is the
best tenure in the province,
that is my opinion, I think it is
all of our opinion,” she said.

Long term goals of the NIC-
FLP are to develop and create
value-added wood products,
manufacturing and other op-
portunities for business.

“We’re not there, yet. We're
so small, it is hard to have that
big of an impact in an area
where most of the controlled
resource belongs to the big
companies,” said Brown.

“I think we’re all hopeful that
we will get there someday and
be able to set up some of these
local wood manufacturing
plants and value-added oppor-
tunities for people. We will get
there, it’s just going to take a
bit of time.”

The NICFLP is also interest-
ed in what people would like
to see in terms of recreation.

“We’re looking at a couple of
possible opportunities in the
Alice Lake and Marble River
area. We’re always happy to
have input from people, too, to
see what we can do,” she said.

“We have a mandate for a
small amount of funds to be
spent on recreation ourselves.”

Right now, NICFLP s in year
five of its current five-year cut
control period.

Over the years, the NICFLP
has generated $6.6 million in
revenue that has gone to the

-

PORT MCNEILL

Town of Port McNeill

2025 - 2029, Five Year Financial Plan

As per Section 166 of the Community Charter Act, an opportunity will be provided for public
consultation on the proposed Five-Year Financial Plan Bylaw for the Town of Port McNeill.

This will take place at a Regular meeting of Council on April 22, 2025 starting at 7:00 pm, at
the Town Office, 1775 Furney Place, Port McNeill B.C.

For further information please contact the Town Office at reception@portmcneill.ca.

Brenda Johnson, CPA
CAO, CFO

three communities - represent-
ing 80 per cent of all revenue,
said Manager Megan Bose.

The other 20 per cent cov-
ers expenses to keep NICFLP
running.

“We’ve continued our on-
going forestry education pro-
grams. The two high schools
have a Forestry Academy for
Grades 10, 11, and 12 stu-
dents,” Bose said.

“Every year they come out
onto our tenure, often with
some of our volunteers or our
staff, to learn about forestry
plans, operations, etc.,” she
explained.

NICFLP is proposing three
cutblocks for harvest this year.

“We’ll be selling these three
blocks by open market bid,
hopefully in the next month or

Photo — Kathy O’Reilly

North Island Community Forest Limited Partnership
Chairperson Ione Campbell gave an update at an open
house April 3.
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Partnership brings eco-tourism business to Hope Island

Tlatlasikwala First Nation is
leading a public-private part-
nership with Coastal Rain-
forest Safaris to establish an
eco-tourism startup on Hope
Island, off the north coast of
Vancouver Island.

The initiative is moving for-
ward through a new invest-
ment with Island Coastal Eco-
nomic Trust.

The cultural and nature-based
tourism startup includes con-
struction of a permanent eco-
camp on Hope Island that will
offer multi-day boat and land-
based wilderness adventures
with an Indigenous Cultural
focus. Tlatlasikwala’s  ful-
ly-equipped new camp will
serve as a foundation for fu-
ture tourism expansion, align-
ing with the Nation’s strategic
priorities to drive economic

development and increase
their presence across their tra-
ditional territory.

Through the partnership with
Coastal Rainforest Safaris,
Tlatlasikwala benefits from
25 years of wilderness tour-
ism expertise of owners Mike
Willie and Andrew Jones and
builds on a strong existing
business relationship with the
company. The collaboration
between Tlatlasikwala and
Coastal Rainforest Safaris fo-
cuses on sustainable tourism
practices and mutual respect.
The initiative has gained fur-
ther tourism expertise and
financial planning through a

project management agree-
ment with 4Ever Strategies, a
4VI Social Enterprise Group
professional services compa-
ny.

The eco-camp will facili-
tate Indigenous knowledge
sharing and skills training for
younger generations through
an annual two-week youth
camp for Tlatlasikwala First
Nation members at the start
of each tourism season. In the
shoulder seasons, the camp
will also be used for commu-
nity programming, cultural ac-
tivities, and skill development
initiatives.

The project will empower
Tlatlasikwala  First Nation
members with stable employ-
ment and training opportuni-
ties at an important location
in their ancestral territories.
The initiative is also expected
to increase visitation across
North Vancouver communi-
ties, including Port McNeill
and Port Hardy.

Island Coastal Economic
Trust is investing with Tlat-
lasikwala First Nation to
establish the Hope Island
Eco-Tourism Start-up and In-
digenous Tourism Partnership
through the Capital and Inno-
vation Program. The Trust will
contribute $200,000 towards a
total investment of $950,000.
The Trust is investing in this
new project with focus on
Culture and Nature-Based
Tourism impact.

“Our territory deserves a
strong and sustainable econ-
omy that will support our
people and future genera-
tions. This was the vision of
my late father, who believed
in creating opportunities that
would bring our people back
home. Getting into Indigenous
tourism allows us to build the
economies we need to achieve
that—through capacity build-
ing, training, and employ-
ment,” said Tlatlasikwala First
Nation Chief Tiffany Wallace.

“Partnering with  Coastal
Rainforest Safaris is a mean-
ingful step in demonstrating
that partnerships, when done
right, can support reconcilia-
tion and economic growth. By
working together, we can cre-
ate opportunities that respect
our traditions, uplift our com-
munities, and ensure that our
people are empowered in their
own lands,” Wallace said.

“This unique partnership
model will result in a new
Indigenous owned tourism
business offering world-class
cultural and wilderness expe-
riences on Northern Vancou-
ver Island. Global demand for
Indigenous tourism experienc-
es is at an all-time high and we
are delighted to play a role in
advancing Tlatlasikwala First
Nation’s tourism ambitions,”
said 4EVER Strategies Inc.
President Calum Matthews.

“We are grateful for this first
opportunity to partner with

Photos — Submitted

A permanent eco-camp will be built on Hope Island, improving infrastructure and replac-
ing a temporary campsite to strengthen tourism business and employment opportunities for

Tlatlasikwala First Nation.

the Tlatlasikwala First Nation
as they start-up a culture and
nature-based tourism business
on Hope Island. This project

is centred on a public-private
partnership between Tlatlasik-
wala and Coastal Wildlife Sa-
faris and strengthened by their

Our Gafden Centre
is now OPEN!

hardware

shared commitment to sustain-
able Indigenous-led tourism,”
said Brodie Guy, CEQO, Island
Coastal Economic Trust.

Ordef 6n|i£: Homehardware.ca & pick up in store

North Island Home Hardware
8945 Granville St., Port Hardy

250-949-8313

homehardware.ca
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Career represents 42 years of unwavering commitment to serving others

By Gord Patterson

On July 27, 1977, 1 em-
barked on a career that would
span over four decades, be-
ginning my journey as a part-
time BC Amulance Service
attendant in the Sooke Fire
Department. Fresh-faced and
eager, I was ready to embrace
the challenges and rewards
that awaited me in the realm
of patient care and emergen-
cy services. Little did I know
this would be the start of an
extraordinary chapter in my
life filled with dedication,
growth, and an unwavering
commitment to serving oth-
ers.

From those early days in
Sooke, where I learned the
ropes of the trade, then Victo-
ria, to my final days as a part-
time ambulance employee in
Port Hardy on Dec. 31,2019,
my career with BCAS was
nothing short of remarkable.
I had the privilege of work-
ing alongside incredible col-
leagues, witnessing the evo-
lution of emergency services,

and most importantly, earning
the trust and respect of count-
less patients.

As a BCAS attendant, I was
given the opportunity to make
a meaningful impact on the
lives of those in need. The
role required not only techni-
cal skills and knowledge but
also empathy, compassion,
and the ability to remain calm
under pressure.

Each call I responded to
presented unique challenges,
and every interaction with a
patient reinforced the impor-
tance of trust and care in our
profession.

Throughout my career, the
BCAS became more than just
an employer; it became a sec-
ond family.

The camaraderie among the
staff was unparalleled, and
the shared commitment to ex-
cellence (yes GW I listened)
created an environment where
learning and development
were constantly encouraged.
Together, we faced emergen-
cies, celebrated successes,

and supported one another
through the toughest of times.

One of the most rewarding
aspects of my career was the
continuous  evolution and
advancements  within the
BCAS, and I was graciously
afforded Advanced Life Sup-
port Paramedical Air-evac
training. Over the years, I
witnessed significant changes
in technology, training meth-
odologies, and patient care
protocols.

These advancements, em-
ploying delegated transport
advising Physician authority,
not only improved our effi-
ciency and effectiveness but
also enhanced the overall pa-
tient experience. The dedica-
tion of BCAS to staying at the
forefront of emergency ser-
vices was truly inspiring and
reinforced my pride in being
part of such a prestigious or-
ganization.

As I reflect on my journey,
I am filled with gratitude for
the countless patients whose
lives I had the honour of

Photo — Submitted

Gord Patterson spent over 42 years with the BC Ambulance Service included Advanced
Life Support Paramedical Air-evac training.

touching. Earning a patient’s
trust was a privilege that I
cherished every single day.
From the moment I donned
my uniform for the first time

Wooden Woodland Creatures
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Jay Perrin used his carving skills to turn two stumps into works of wooden art in Port Alice’s Lions Park.

to my last day of service,
my passion for patient care
remained unwavering. The
sense of fulfillment that came
from knowing I made a dif-
ference, no matter how small,
was immeasurable.

Retiring on Dec. 31, 2019,
marked the end of an era for
me, but it also symbolized a
new beginning. While I no
longer respond to calls or
navigate the fast-paced world
of emergency services, the
values and lessons I learned
throughout my tenure with
BCAS continue to shape my
life.

The dedication, resilience,
and compassion that were
etched into my being during
those 42 years and five
months are attributes that I
carry with me, guiding me in
all my endeavours.

Looking back, my career
with BCAS was not just a
job; it was a career of growth,
learning, and unwavering
commitment to serving hu-
manity.

It was a privilege to be part of

a team that upheld the highest
standards of patient care and
emergency services. When
I bid farewell to my role, I
did with immense pride and
gratitude for the remarkable
experiences,  friendships,
and memories that will for-
ever remain etched in my
heart.

To summarize, my career
with BCAS is a testament to
the fellowship of emergency
service personnel, dispatch-
ers, call takers, transport ad-
visors, and many behind the
scenes. But perhaps more
importantly it is a testament
to the importance of trust, and
the profound impact of com-
passionate care to those in
need! I loved patient care and
the BCAS as much on my last
day as on my first day.

As I'look forward to new ad-
ventures and opportunities, I
carry with me the invaluable
lessons learned and the cher-
ished memories of a career
that was truly extraordinary.

Safe travels,

Gord
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Passion Project approvals

By Kathy O’Reilly

Three new projects have taken root in Port
McNeill. At a recent meeting, council approved
three Passion Project applications along with a
grant-in-aid application.

Armando Rosas came to the town for a previous
Passion Project of indoor volleyball. Through the
policy, the Town purchased a volleyball net, new
volleyballs, and donated space at the Old School
a few nights a week, said Chief Administrative
Officer Brenda Johnson.

“Armando has around 40 participants of all
ages each night and it has been steadily growing.
He came to Council for a new Passion Project to
host a beach volleyball clinic at Centennial Park
this summer,” said Johnson.

The funds will be used to purchase a beach vol-
leyball net and balls.

Ken Burkholder and a group of men from the
Port McNeill Men’s Shed project presented to
Council a request for space at the Old School for
their group and $1,000 to furnish the room with
shelving and workspaces. Men’s Sheds provide
an opportunity for the “shoulder to shoulder”
type of socialization known to be most effec-
tive for improving and promoting men’s mental
health and wellness. Additionally, Men’s Sheds
have a long history of community engagement
and support.

ELECT

GUNN

North Island-Powell River

Belen Becker also requested Passion Project
funding to bring a session of Acroyoga to Port
McNeill to introduce a new recreational activity
and provide community connection. This is ap-
proved pending adequate insurance.

Pita Rosback and Aaron Gabrysh requested
a $5,000 grant-in-aid for the town’s Christmas
Light up program that will kick off Nov. 22.
“Aaron mentioned there are only 41 more Mon-
days until Christmas, so we should start plan-
ning,” said Johnson.

“These volunteers worked last year to do a
great job of lighting up the downtown. Aaron is
hoping to add to this and work with community
partners to make downtown festive through the
Christmas season.”

The funds will be used to add onto the light tun-
nel and other Christmas events.

“We did it all personally last year and have de-
cided to partner with Sandbox Society to hope-
fully access some funding,” said Gabrysh in his
written request to council.

Previous Passion Projects have included fund-
ing space rental and insurance for drop in soccer,
rental at the Chilton Regional Arena in the off
season for a pop-up skate park, along with gear
for newcomers to use, funds towards lights for
last year’s downtown Christmas Light Up, and
line painting the tennis court for Pickleball.

A lifelong advocate for taxpayers
and common sense, Aaron

is running to be your next
Member of Parliament for North
Island-Powell River.
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End2End Funds
Airport Inn Manager Bernie Gobeil presented a personal $1,000 donation to End2End
Cancer Relay social media sponsor Lisa Harrison, left, and steering committee member
Sandra Boyd. The relay will see a team of riders pedal from Victoria to Port Hardy and
back non-stop in support of the Island Kids Cancer Association that helps families on
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands navigate a diagnosis of childhood cancer.

Port Hardy is an incredible town filled with amazing
people who want to build a better life for their families.

For too long, we've been represented by an absent
Member of Parliament and an NDP party that sold out
workers to support Justin Trudeau. Clearly, it's time for
achange.

| believe in the Canadian promise.

After serving in the Canadian

Army Reserves and working for

That every Canadian deserves a good job in a safe
neighbourhood and a home they can afford. But after

the Canadian Taxpayers
Federation, Aaron is ready to
be your voice in Ottawa.

To stand up for his constituents.

And to Stand Up for Canada.

ten years in power, the Liberals and NDP have failed
to live up to that promise.

I've spent my entire career fighting for taxpayers
and fighting for Canada.

Now I'm ready to go to Ottawa to fight for Port Hardy -
and fight for you.

;? % Zé E - Aaron Gunn

LLearn more at:

.i_ AaronGunn.ca

AUTHORIZED BY THE OFFICIAL AGENT OF AARON GUNN

Conservative

Election date is April 28
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A Common Merganser female paddles along. Photo by Robin Quirk, Robin’s Eye
Photography. If you have a photo you would like to share with our readers please
email publisher @northislandeagle.com.

This week’s Reflection sponsored by ...

North Island Reflections-

New Food Literacy
Program Coordinator

Jeanne James-Hory is the
new Food Literacy Program
Coordinator.

The position is a three-
month contract within the
Community Adult Literacy
Program, and separate from
the United Way Food Hub
which was transferred to
the Kwakiutl Health Centre
in 2024.

“With a background in
community  engagement,
arts, and education, Jeanne
brings a creative and re-
sourceful approach to her
work,” said Charity Gil-
lett, Executive Director at
Mount Waddington Family
Literacy Society.

“As the Food Literacy
Program Coordinator, she
will share practical knowl-
edge and help communi-
ties increase literacy skills
through food security pro-
gramming and resources.”

Jeanne is passionate about

‘W
1‘1‘3 " ).1 ":}K

AR IO "‘ ‘Irit‘
Photo — Submztted

Jeanne James-Hory is the new Food Literacy Program Co-
ordinator for the Mount Waddington Family Literacy So-

supporting food access and
literacy across the North Is-
land.

“I’'m looking forward to
leading hands-on cooking
demonstrations, collaborat-
ing with local growers and
organizations, and working
with the local communities
to make healthy eating ac-
cessible, fun, and a reality
for everyone,” said Jeanne.

ciety.

Jeanne has also led the
Coal Harbour United Way
School’s Out program for
children for the past three
years, which included a fo-
cus on healthy eating, food
preparation skills and wild
food foraging.

When she’s not working
on food security initia-

tives, Jeanne is an artist
and small business owner
who believes in the power
of creativity and connec-
tion to foster resilience
and well-being in commu-
nities.

Contact Jeanne at: food.
literacy@mwfamilylitera-

cy.org

1-833-629-4554

1-833-McWilki

McWilkie's Thursday-Sunday
12pm-7pm

1110 Marine Drive
Port Alice BC

www.mcwilkies.ca

Pilot project for seaweed

By Kathy O’Reilly

The development of a seaweed industry is
moving along.

“We’ve initiated discussions with the
Quatsino First Nations and also with GNN
(Gwa’sala-Nakwaxda’xw  Nations)  via
KEDC (k’awat’si Economic Development
Corporation) with the intent of putting togeth-
er an agreement that will allow us to proceed
to create a business plan for a pilot operation
for cultivation of seaweed,” said Economic
Development Consultant Pat English at the
March 18 Regional District of Mount Wad-
dington board of directors meeting.

“The advantage of doing two of the agree-
ments is to allow us to investigate conditions
and requirements for a seaweed operation out

on the west coast of the island and also one
on the interior area,” English said.

“I’m hopeful that we will have final drafts in
place by the end of this month, at which time
we can proceed with issuing a request for
proposal for two consultants to implement a
business plan.”

The report the RDMW received at the end
of last year about the potential for seaweed
cultivation in the area was encouraging. LGL
Limited was engaged to create a Seaweed
Industry Development Plan for the RDMW,
supported by Canadian Kelp Research, BCL
Biotechnologies Ltd., and Lighthouse Envi-
ronmental Consulting.

That report was presented to the board of di-
rectors last October.
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Hardy Hustle returns for third installment

By Kathy O’Reilly

The 3rd annual Hardy Hustle is back on Sunday,
June 1 at 10 a.m.

The pre-race warm up starts at 9:50 a.m.

“This year, we’re keeping the route similar but
making some refinements to help it flow a bit more
naturally - showcasing the best of our beautiful town
and waterfront,” said Community Outreach Coordi-
nator Sara Klatt. The 10-kilometre route will start in
the same direction as the 21-kilometre route, follow-
ing Douglas Street, but will turn right and run along
Granville. “To create a smoother race-day experience,
we decided against splitting the 10-kilometre and half
marathon start times, allowing more participants to
finish together. The racecourse will officially close at
2 p.m., meaning any half marathoners finishing after
the four-hour mark won’t be counted as official fin-
ishers,” Klatt said.

Last year, there were 102 participants registered.

“This year we’re hoping to at least match that num-
ber or ideally exceed it! We are excited to welcome
both returning and new runners to the event.”

Half marathon runners will receive a high-quality
sublimated tech tee featuring a breathtaking photo of
downtown Port Hardy at sunset, captured by Brian
Texmo of North Island Wild Photography. Ten-kilo-

metre runners will receive a duffle bag (with the op-
tion to upgrade at an additional charge or purchase a
tech tee). Custom tech tees and duffle bags need to
be ordered early to ensure they arrive in time for the
Hustle. To be guaranteed swag, runners must register
before April 18.

“We’ll order some extras that will be available on a
first-come, first-served basis - so don’t wait, get your
registration in early,” she said.

The final day to register for the Hustle will be May
23. Runners can register: online at https://app.uni-
verusrec.com/porthardyrecreationpub/index.asp or in
person at Port Hardy Recreation: Monday to Friday,
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. or by phoning 250.949.6686 ext.
201. Last year was a great success.

“The vibe on race day was electric - full of energy,
positivity, and community spirit. Nearly every par-
ticipant commented on how much they enjoyed the
course, the atmosphere, and the welcoming energy of
our staff as well as the other runners,” Klatt said.

Participants last year ranged from 10 to 78 years old
and came from all over Vancouver Island, with many
travelling from Campbell River, Courtenay, Parks-
ville, and Port Alberni.

“We even had two participants that joined us all the
way from Kelowna and Montreal.”

Photo — Kathy O’Reilly
The 3rd annual Hardy Hustle is back on Sunday, June 1 at 10 a.m.

Who you gonna

North Island Business Directory

Call?

[ ] ’ r g [}
Patricias Stitches
Making Your Repairable Wearable
+< Professional Alterations
+< Hemming
#< Zipper Replacement

+< Registered & Licensed
All Work Guaranteed
8810 Seaview Drive, Port Hardy

patty_fisher__@hotmail.com

Call: 250-949-0337

® FREE On-Site Estimate

Who you gonna call?

Want to promote your business?

ﬁ 5 ]
Your Locally-Owned Eye on ‘True North Island' Life

or email: publisher@northislandeagle.com

Port/MHardy

rs ”o o _munity
Tues -1-7
Thurs gy'—5

PORT MCNEILL
CHIROPRACTIC

Port McNeill

#22 - 1705

Campbell Way
Wednesday 1-7
Friday.8:30-5:30

Q)

pm-chiropractic.ca Dr. Martin Barker: 250.900.1090

“FOR THE BEST ROOF OUR QUALITY IS PROOEF”
(T o -

©® 24-Hour Emergency Services
©® 2-Year Labour Warranty

CARSON-ROOFING.COM
CARSON ROOFING LTD

Please call us for your free estimate.

250-230-ROOF (7663) ® Toll Free 1-844-802-ROOYFT @ michelle@carson-roofing.com
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Who you gonna C ll‘)
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CHIROPRACTIC & CUSTOM ORTHOTICS
Dr. Roger Bendle =

20.902,1611 NORTH ISLAND

SHADES & BLINDS LTD

0 E112‘Dr1ve PORT HARDY

e www.drbendle.com Don & Therise (Terry) Coldwell
drbendle@outlook com

® 250.741.45740ery) @ nisl.shadesandblinds@gmail.com

2 S e ® 250.714.9895Don) 7745 Cedar Place, Port Hardy,BC
pointment only :

A Dealer of Mirage Retractable Screen Systems

'avec denture cli

A 4

8405 Byng Road, Port Hardy (Pioneer Inn)
www.avecdentureclinic.ca

LA J-L,:'l,- £

) Mlchelle Lee RD RDT BA Denturist
Denturist is a denture specialist
COMPLETE & PARTIAL DENTURES
IMMEDIATE DENTURES / NIGHTGUARDS ARE
WELCOMED / IMPLANTS / RETAINED
DENTURES / RELINES / REBASES & REPAIRS

HOME & OFFICE since 1992

Do you need a technician to help

——— you solve your computer issues?
cOmrPUceR |
- u gumm We are here to offer you onsite
):?Vl(:) computer repairs and remote tech
support for home and business.

WiFi, printers, servers, networks
and anything else computer related.

calbsat 950 930-3475

email: ernest@onsiteservices.ca
wwuw.onsiteservices.ca

|| ) H _

Call for free ‘3

advice or a quote

250.327.1221

The North Island Eagle... :&r

To have your business be part of

our positive message call 250-949-0337
or email publisher@northislandeagle.com

The North Island

" Celebrating “Irue North Island’ Life

www.northislandeagle.com Facebook: @northislandeagle

MIKE BROWN
7070 Market st
Port Hardy, B.C.
250.902.7050

AR
“é:@\\

Who you gonna call? 0
wes

Want to promote your business?

mike@bsfloors.ca
www.bsfloors.ca

|
) 3V
T
| 8]
S
| 2
|
O
O
R
Y
O
u

Book Your

Renovations Now! |
= - |

info@melanconstruction.ca

www.melanconstruction.ca William Melan: 250-618-7410
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classifieds/marketplace

Requests for Proposals Requests for Quotes

email subject to:

Port Alice /N

Gateway to the Wild West Coast

Village of Port Alice
Request for Proposals

2025 Link River Campsite Caretaker

The Village of Port Alice is seeking proposals for caretakers at the Link River Campsite.
The contract will run from May 12, 2025, to September 15, 2025, with the possibility of
extension either before or after.

Please submit a letter with relevant experience and your proposed monthly rate as well
as a daily rate if the contract is extended.

The caretakers are required to provide their own liability insurance which will be paid for
by the Village. The Village will also pay the caretakers 15% of the campsite revenue in
addition to the monthly/ daily rate.

A copy of the proposed agreement can be viewed on our website at www.portalice.ca
Please forward proposals by 4:00 pm April 25, 2025

with the words “2025 Link River Caretaker Proposal” marked clearly on the envelope or

Ryan Nicholson, Economic Development Officer
By Mail: Box 130, Port Alice, BC VON 2NO
Deliver by hand: 1061 Marine Drive
Email: rnicholson@portalice.ca, 1061 Marine Drive Port Alice BC.

The Village of Port Alice reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and to accept
any proposals it considers advantageous. The lowest or any proposal may not

necessarily be accepted.

Alice BC.

building.

Por+ Alice

Gateway to the Wild West Coast

Village of Port Alice
Request for Quotes
#2025-01
Lions Park Pavilion Building

The Village of Port Alice is accepting quotes for the construction of a new pavilion in Lions Park, Port

The pavilion is to be a freestanding, timber framed design approximately 30" x 50" with a concrete floor
and metal roof. There are existing water and power services that will need to be relocated in the new

Interested parties are invited to submit quotes to:
Ryan Nicholson, Economic Development Officer

Village of Port Alice
1061 Marine Drive
P.O. Box 130
Port Alice, BC VON 2NO

Email: rnicholson@portalice.ca, Fax 250-284-3416

Deadline: Monday, April 30, 2025 at 4:00 pm

THE VILLAGE OF PORT ALICE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL QUOTES AND TO ACCEPT ANY
QUOTE IT CONSIDERS ADVANTAGEOUS.

THE LOWEST OR ANY QUOTE MAY NOT NECESSARILY BE ACCEPTED.

Services Bicycles Coming Events Miscellaneous Miscellaneous Services

BUILDING DESIGN
energeticenterprises.ca
250 949 7008
30 years experience

Art

Large oil painting, 3 feet by

4 feet, abstract. Could be

Mexican. $250 Firm.
250-956-0475

2 bikes one pink and one
blue, for five- to seven-year-
olds, minor rust. Seats and
tires in good condition.
$50 each.

250-306-4417

Mountain Bike: Rocky
Mountain  Fusion, like
new, medium size frame,
26” wheels, hydraulic disc
brakes, 29” rigid front
forks, SPD pedals, Maxxis
Highroller tires, new run-
ning gear & brake pads.
S800 or best offer.
250-973-6718

Firewood

Free alder firewood. Con-
tact Mike in Port Alice first
for details.
250-209-7575
Your household classified
ad here FREE.
250-949-0337

Connection
Commraderie
Community

MEN'S SHED
Thursday’s at 10:00 AM

Port McNeill OId School

Ambassadeur 7000 fishing
reel and 10-foot salmon

fishing rod, new. $150 for
both.

Are you looking to add
more purpose, and
excitement to your day?

250-949-7630

Your ad here FREE.
250-949-0337

3 half net, 8-inch gillnets
for Springs, 3 full nets 6.25
for Chums as well as over
300lbs of brand new web.
All for $2,000.
250-949-0118

TruTrack trunnion bar
weight distribution system.
Good for v-nose trailers up
to 15,0001bs. $300.
250-230-5290

Parkit 360 degree, battery
powered trailer mover. Ca-
pacity of 10,0001bs. $500.
New $1,800 in USA.
250-230-5290

RV air conditioner, excel-
lent condition, never used.
$500.

250-956-3601

Green Helly Hansen size
large rain gear, double
lined, coat has hood, pants
have bib. Near new. $200.
(paid over $600.)
250-949-0118

Downsizing? Your house-
hold classified ad here
FREE.

250-949-0337

Simoniz gas  pressure
washer, 3,000 psi, $250.
250-209-5021

400ci small block motor,

disassembled for inspec-

tion. $500 obo.
250-230-0745

Services

Red Seal Journeyman
electrician looking for
small jobs, 25 years’ ex-
perience, fully insured,
licensed and bonded. Jes-
se.

236-255-2238

PALMISTRY, TAROT AND
PSYCHIC READINGS with
Roxanne. Clear and con-
cise help in all areas of
your life. Sessions avail-
able by phone or in person
(Malcolm Island). Healing-
Search.com
604-902-3881

Could you use a little help
with your landscape? I have
a diploma in horticulture
and 15 years’ experience in
garden maintenance. Call to
discuss your needs.
236-330-9902

Local 3D printing in Port
McNeill.

403-620-0033

Mastercraft, used dual
-bevel sliding pound-
pound mitre saw with laser
line. $200.

250-209-5021

Wanted a Yamaha P-155

organ. Up to $1,000 based

on condition.
250-974-7568

To advertise
250-949-03

N
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Melanie cRann 7‘
Cell: 778-886-5219

Ronnie (Veronica) Sam
Cell: 250-527-0036

5905 Hunt Street, Port Hardy
$169,900 MLS® # 985715

/l

V.
9
19 NORTH {)

19 North Real Estate Group Jhan Olsen
Sarah & Drew Cell: 250-902-8872 Cell: 250-209-9667

2244 Haddington Crescent, Port McNeill
$599,000 MLS® # 970486

19 NORTH

REAL ESTATE GROUP Qg

An affordable fixer-upper, on a quiet no-thru road, with
a stunning private backyard and distant ocean views.
This 2 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom, single-wide mobile home
plus addition, is on its own property and full of poten-
tial. Features a large open-concept kitchen, dining, and
living room. Located near a biking trail, that runs along
the beautiful Port Hardy Harbour, joining the Quatse
River Park which is nestled in an old-growth forest.The
property is within walking distance of the marina and
two pubs, also conveniently close to the airport and

SOLD

206-791 Marine Drive, Port Alice

Royal LePage Advance Realty
4-7035 Market Street, Port Hardy, BC
250-949-7231

www.porthardyrealestate.net

19 NORTH

c /Nl ) R N N % e

This home offers loads of space with 4 bedrooms + den & 2
full baths. The updated kitchen with stainless steel applianc-
es leads into your dining space. Enjoy the propane fireplace.
Off the living room is a spacious deck to sit and enjoy the gor-
geous views. Down the hall are 3 bedrooms, including the
primary, with direct access to the deck. The 3rd bedroom is
currently set up as a walk in closet. An updated 3 piece bath-
room with heated tile floor completes the main level. Down-
stairs is an in-law suite with kitchen space, 1 bedroom + den,
3 piece bath & laundry room. Outside enjoy both the front &
back yard and your single garage that also has a view!

ROYAL LEPAGE
L I

Helping you is what we do.




